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DEDICATION. © 
The Name of the Au- 
thor was even ſufficient in 
his own Time to recom- 
mend his Works, but par- 
ticularly his Oeconomics have 
contributed to his Fame, 
as they promote good Or- 


der and Harmony in every 
Action in Life. 


| "Tis on this Account, 
good Sir, that preſent you 
with the following Papers, 
knowing no Perſon ſo pro- 
per to patronize them, as a 
Gentleman, whoſe Cha- 
racter diſtinguiſhes him to 
b: be 
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be a Lover of Wiſdom, 
good Order 5 and the Wel- * { 1 
fare of his Country. 3 


I am, SIR, = 
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Tour moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, + 
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PREFACE. 


Ltho' the Science of Husbandry 
is one of the ſureſt and. moſt 
pleaſant Ways of getting Riches 
255 yet ny : Prattiſer in 2212 85 
dry is Maſter of Oeconomy, all his 
Slit in the Culture and Improvement 
of Ground, will be of little Advantage 

to him, By Oeconomy we mean the 
juſt and regular Diſtribution of a Man's 

Goods, or the wiſe Management of 

bis Poſſeſſons, or of his Houſhold. This 

neceſſary part of Husbandry, which aue | 
may call the Fruit of it, ſeems to be . 
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the leaſt underſtood or regarded, and \ 
for Want of this being more generally _ 
the Subjett of our Study, it is, that ſo 
Many fail in the World; for it is not 
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enaugh, ſays Xenophon, to know how 
zo get Money, but how to apply it to 
the le Advantage. This famous Greek 
Philoſopher has given us a celebrated 
Treatiſe of Oeconomy, which, in the O- 
pinion of the Learned, is one of the 
moſt uſeful Tracts that ever appear d, as 
well. for promating the Science of Huſ- 
bandry, as for eſtabliſhing Rule and good 
Order in every Degree of Life. This, 
however, has hitherto been confined to 
its original Language, either becauſe 

thoſe who underſtood it were reſolved 
fo keep it to themſelves, or elſe, per- 
haps, they thought it might impoſe more 
Reaſon and Virtue than the People of 
our Times would be willing to receive; 
I mean the greateſt Part of them, for 
it is very evident we are not without 
good Oeconomiſts, tho they are few, in 
| Compariſon of the Multitude who lie 
without Rule. Good Order, however, 
is what every one talks of, and ſeems 
to admire, therefore I am perſuaded it 
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PREFACE 
will not be diſagyeable 10. thoſe of my 


own Country to read Xenophon's 02 
conomics in 4 familiar and intelligible 
Dreſs, as I have endeavour'd to render 
them. As a Novelty, I doubt not but 
this learned Traff will be receiv'd fa- 
wourably enough; 3 


ble Piece of Learning, perhaps ſome 
may have Courage enough to prattiſe it; 
but eſpecially when it teaches a Man 
bow to live eafily, pleaſantly, and will 
gain him Honour and Reputation, I ſup- 
poſe it will not want Votaries. I fhall 
12 nothing in its Commendation, but 

at it was compoſed and written by 
Xenophon, whoſe Charafter carried 
—_— and Judgment with it; as for 
own Part, if I may give any far- 
ther Reaſons why I now, publiſh it, tis 
becauſe I judge that it uill eſpeciall 


be beneficial to ewory Farmer; and make 


the Buſmeſs of ROY more 22 
blethan it it; or, I ſay, th 
Science may improve by it; 1 4 


PREFACE 
ſufficiently pews us, no Science in the 
World can ever be carry d on with Suc- 
ceſs. His Writings on this Occaſion e- 
very one uill feel the Truth of, who 
reads them; and the falſe Pretenders to 
Oeconomy may, perhaps, bluſh at ſome 
Places in his Works, while Men of 4. 
nother Sort «ill wiſh to gain the Ho- 


nour of the Virtue, or the Reward o 


the Tnduſtry, uhich he recommends, I 
Hall therefore proceed no farther, but di- 
rell my Reader to Xenophon himſelſ, 
who will be beſt capable of giving him 
Satisfaction, ar a great Philoſopher, and 
a good Husbandman, - +7 
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Good Husbandry: 


OR, THE 
Oeconomics of XENOPHO N. 


Remember once to have heard 
the Learned Socrates reaſon- 
ing with Critobulus, concern- 
— ing the Management of an 
Houſe, in the following Manner. 
SockAatEs. Tell me, Critobulur, 
whether the Ordering of an Houſe is a 
Science, ſuch as that of Phyſick, of the 
Braſiers, and of the Maſons? + 
CxrropuLus. My Opinion is, that 
the good Management of an Houſe 1s 


as great a Science as either Maſonrys 
B Phy- 
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Phyſick, or any other ; from whence we 
may infer there is a diſtin Buſineſs orDu- 
ty belonging to an Oeconomiſt or Houſe- 
keeper, as well as to any Science whatever: 
a Farmer or a Maſter of a Family ought 
to be a good Judge of every Particular 
which relates to the good Ordering of 
his Farm, or Houſe. 

Sock, But may we not find a truſty 
Steward well skilled in this Science, 
who may take the Management of the 
Houſhold upon him, and fave the Maſter 
the Trouble? for a Maſter Maſon em- 

loys a Deputy under him who will do 

is Work as well as himſelf, and for the 
ſame Reaſon we may expect that aStew- 
ard, well skill'd in the Management of 
an Houſe, may be as ſerviceable to his 
Maſter as the Maſon's Deputy, 

CIT OR. I am of the ſame Opinion, 
good Socrates, 

Sock. Then the Man who is well 
Skill'd in this Science, tho' he has no 
Property of his own, may gain a com- 
fortable Living by directing another 
Man's Houſe, For the Man would be 
worthy of the Maſter's Favour, and a 
ood Reward, if in the diſcharging of 
is Stewardſhip he could improve his 
Maſter's Hou/e. But what do we mean 
by the Word Houſe, or the G 
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of it? Is it only the good Diſtribution 
of the Things that are in the Houſe? 
or is it the good Management and Im- 
provement of every thing belonging to 
an Houſe, and the Maſter of it? 
Criros. It is my Opinion, that a 
Man's Eſtate, whether it lie in or about 
the Houſe, or remote from it, yet every 
Branch of that Eſtate may be faid to 
belong to the Houſe; nay every thing 
that a Man has, except his Enemies, 
which ſome Men have in great Numbers, 
but theſe are not to be reckon'd among 
his Goods or Subſtance. It would be 
ridiculous if we were to ſay that the 
Man who had been the Occaſion of 
making us more Enemies than we had 
before, ſhould be rewarded with Fa- 
vour or Money; but a Man's Enemies, 
or any thing which he poſſeſſes to his 
Hurt or Prejudice, muſt not, I ſuppoſe, 
be reckon'd among his Goods; there- 
fore I conclude, that thoſe things only 
which contribute to the Welfare of a 
Man may be reckon'd among his Riches, 
or be properly call'd his Goods. 
Sock. I am of the ſame Mind, that 
whatever is injurious to a Man muſt 
not be eſteem'd a Part of his Goods; for 
if a Man buy a Horſe, and, for Want of 
Skill to manage him, he falls from him 
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and hurts himſelf, can thit Horſe be 


reckon'd amongit his Goods? No, cer- 
tainly ; becauſe thoſe things ſhould only 
be call'd Goods that are beneficial to 
the Maſter. Neither can thoſe Lands 
be called Goods, which by a Man's un- 
Skilful Management put him to more 
Expence than he receives Profit by 
them; nor may thoſe Lands be called 
Goods, which do not bring a good 
Farmer ſuch a Profit as may give him a 


good Living; ſo likewiſe if a Man has 


a Flock of Sheep, and they come to 
Damage by his unskilful Management, 
he cannot reckon them among his Goods, 
CRITOB3. So thoſe may only be called 
Goods which are profitable, and thoſe 
which are hurtful be deem'd the contrary. 
d oc x. Lou diſtinguiſh right, that no- 
thing ought to be eſteem'd Goods to any 
Man which he does not receive Advantage 
by; and that thoſe things which bring him 
Biiprofit muſt be e ſteem'd the contrary: 
A Flute, when it is in the Hands of a 
Perſon who can play well upon it, is an 
Advantage, and may be reckon'd among 
his Goods ; but the ſame Inſtrument, in 
the Poſſeſſion of one who does not 
kno the Ule of it, is no better to him 
thatta Stone, unleſs he ſells ir, and then 
the Price of it may be accounted — 
is 
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his Goods; but if he keeps it, when he 
has no Knowledge of its Uſe, it cannot 
be rank'd among them, 

Criros. I agree with you in this 
Point, that thoſe things only which are 

ofitable may be call Goods: 'The 
lute, while we keep it unemploy'd, is 
no part of our Goods, for we have no 
Advantage from it; but if we ſell it, it 
is then profitable to us. 

Soc. You fay right, if a Man has 
Wit enough to ſell it well: But when 
1t 1s ſold, and the Man has not Wiſdom 
enough to uſe the Value of it to his Ad- 
vantage, yet whatever Price he gers for 
it cannot be eſteem'd to be good, 
Caro. By this you ſeem to inti- 
mate that Money it ſelf is not good, if 
it is in the Hands of one who does not 
know how to uſe it. 

Sock. Yes, certainly; for we have 
already agreed that nothing may be e- 
ſteem'd good but what we can get Pro- 
fit by. If a Man beſtow the Money he 
gets upon Harlots, and by continual 
converſing with them, he impairs his 
Health, and abandons the Care of his 
Eſtate, then his Money is no Profit to 
him, but on the contrary is an errant 
Poiſon, which will ſhortly bring him to 
Deſtruction; therefore, Friend Critobu- 
B 3 lus, 
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Jus, Money is good only to thoſe whe 
know how to uſe it; but to thoſe who 
know not rightly the Value of it, it 
were better forthem to calt it away, to 
avoid the Damage it would do them. 

Cxrlros. But what ſay you of Friends? 
if a Man knows how to uſe them, and 
make them profitable to him, what 
ſhall we eſteem them to be ? 

Sock, Theſe may truly be calld 
Goods; they ought to be preferr'd be- 
fore our Houſes, our Land, our Cattle, 
or our Flocks; the Profit which may 
ariie by them may be ſuperior to all o- 
thers. N 
Critos, Then by the ſame Rule 
our Enemies may be eſteem'd Goods, if 
we know how to profit our ſelves by 
them, * 

Socr. Undoubtedly, they are ſo; 
therefore it behoves a Maſter of a Houſe 
to uſe his Enemies with that Diſcretion 
that he may make them advantageous 
to him by any means: For how many 
Inſtances have we, good Critobulus, of 
ordinary Men, as well as of Noblemen 
and Kings, who have encreaſed and am- 
plify d their Fortunes by Law, and War- 
ring with their Enemies. 1 

IT oOB. You reaſon well, good Ss- 

crates, of theſe Matters. But what think 


you 
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you of thoſe who have good Learning, 
and many other good Properties, where- 
by they have every Opportunity of im- 
proving their Eſtates, and yet never 

ut their Minds to it? We have many 

{ſtances of Men with theſe Qualifica- 
tions, who never regard the Advance- 
ment of their Fortunes'; ſhall we then 
reckon their Learning, or their other 
Properties, among their Goods, ſeeing 
they make no Advantage of them, or 
_— we to eſteem them the contrary? 

oeR. I imagine, you mean Bond- 
men, or ſuch other vile Perſons. 

CrrrosB, No, good Socrates, but 
the Perſons I ſpeak of, are young Gen- 
tlemen, who are expert in Affairs of War, 
as well as Peace; and yet they abandon 
their Knowledge for Tritles; and fuch 
as them I eſteem in a worſe Condition 
than Bond-men; for I ſuppoſe they do 
not employ themſelves in the Sciences 
they have been bred to, becauſe they 
have not Maſters to direct them or ſet 
them to work. 

Sock. How can that be, Friend C7#- 
tobulus, that they are without Directors? 
they have many Maſters, which, when 
they would ſtudy their Felicity and 
their Advantage, lead them away from 
their virtuous Inclinations. 

B 4 Cart 
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.CritrosB, Theſe Maſters then are in- 
viſible ! | E 

. Sock. Not ſo inviſible, good Crito- 
bulus, but that we may eaſily diſcover 
them to be the moſt miſchieyous of any 
that reign upon Earth. W hat chink you 
of Shoth, Idleneſs, Negligence, Want of 
pnblick Spirit? where theſe goveru, 
what can we expect but Miſchief? But 
beſides theſe, there are others which go- 
vern under the Name of Pleaſures ; as 
Gaming, Lewd Company, Rioting, and 
ſuch others, which in proceſs of Time 
teach their Adherents that Pleaſures are 
not without their Inconveniences ; 

theſe Rulers keep them ſo much in Ser- 
vitude, that they do not allow them the 
leaſt Liberty to do any thing for their 
Advantage. 

Crklr os But there are others, Friend 
Socrates, who have none of theſe Di- 
rectors to prevent their Welfare, but 
apply themſelves aſſiduouſly to Buſineſs, 
and give their Minds entirely to the 
Advancement of their Fortunes, and 
yet waſte their Eſtates, ruin their Fa- 
milies, and deſtroy themſelves, without 
hope of Redemption. 

Sock. Theſe alſo are Bond- men, and 
are rather worſe Slaves than the others, 
for theſe have the moſt ſevere 9 
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of the two; ſome are under the Tyran- 
ny of Drunkenneſs, others Slaves to 
oy and ſome to Vanity and Vain- 
glory; all which keep their Subjects in 
that deverity of Servitude, that as long 
as they find them young, luſty, and able 
to work, they make them bring all that 
they can get by any means to beſtow 
upon theſe Luſts and Pleaſures; but as 
ſoon as they perceive them to grow ſoold, 
that they can labour no longer for them, 
they are then turn'd off to lead the Re- 
mainder of their Days in Want and Mi- 
ſery, while their Quondam Maſters are 
contriving to enſnare others in their 
room. Wherefore, good Critobulus, 
we ought by all means to reſiſt ſuch 
Invaders of our Liberties, even with as 
much Force and Reſolution as we would 
oppoſe an Enemy who with Sword in 
Hand attempts to bring us into Slavery. 
There are ſome Enemies who have Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs enough, when they 
have brought Men into their Subjection, 
to learn them Government and Mode- 
ration, which before were Proud and 
Arrogant. But as for the Tyrants I have 
mention'd before, they never ceaſe har- 

raſſing and tormenting both the Bodies 
and Eſtates of thoſe which fall into their 


Hands, till they have utterly deſtroy'd 
them, Al- 
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Ckrros. You have ſufficiently ſpoken 
to this Point ; and, now I examine my 
ſelf, I verily believe I have Conduct and 
Courage enough to reſiſt ſuch deceitful 
Invaders; and now deſire your Advice 
concerning the Management of my 
Houſe, that both my ſelf and Fortune 
may be improv'd; for I am perſuaded 
I ſhall not be overcome by thoſe Ene- 
mies to Reaſon which you have ſo large- 
ly expoſed. And therefore, good Ho- 
crates, give me your deliberate Opi- 
nion how I ſhall act for the Good of 
my ſelf and Eſtate ; altho' perhaps you 
may think that we are already rich e- 
nough. 

Socr. For my own part, if I amone 
of thoſe you ſpeak of, I want nothing, 
I have Riches enough; but for your ſelf, 
Critobulus, | elteem you a very poor 
Man, and by the Faith I owe to the 
Gods, I often pity you. 

Criros. Your Diſcourſe makes me 
laugh ! If you are ſo very rich as you 
eſteem your ſelf, pray inform me what 
may be the Value of all your Eſtate if 
it were ſold, and what do you imagin 
is the Worth of all my Poſſe ſſions? 

So R. Perhaps, if I ſell all my Poſ- 
ſeſſions at a good Market, I may gain 


five or {ix Pounds for them; but I know 
very 
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very well, that were your whole Eſtate 
to be ſold, the Price would be more 
than a thouſand times as much; and yet 
tho' you know this, youare {till defirous 
to encreaſe your Eſtate, and upbraid 
me with my Poverty, What I poſſeſs 
is enough to ſupply me with Neceſſaries; 
but to ſupport your Grandeur, and draw 
the Reſpect due to your Quality and 
the Poſt you poſſeſs, I am of Opinion, 
that were you Maſter of four times as 
much as you have already, you would 
ſtill be in Want. ; be” 


CrIrtoB. I do notconceive how that 
can be. 

SocR. In the firſt place, your Rank 
requires you to feaſt and make Enter- 
taiaments for the People, to gain their 
Good-will, and command their Reſpect. 
In the next place, you mult live Hoſpi- 

tably, and receive and entertain all 
Strangers, and gain their Eſteem. And 
in the third place, you mult continually 
be-doing good Offices to your Fellow- 
Citizens, that upon an Emergency you 
may find Friends, Beſides I already ob- 
ſerve, that the City of Athens begins to 
= you upon expenſive Works, vig. 

o furniſh them with Horſes, to raiſe 
publick Buildings, to muſter Men, to 
erect Theatres, and to treat the Citizens 


with 
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with Plays. But if this Nation ſhould 
be once involvd in War, I am ſure, 
their Demand upon you in "Taxes, and 
other Duties, will be as much as your 
Purſe will be able to bear. And when 
that happens, if you are diſcover'd to 
conceal any of — Riches, or do not 
anſwer their mands to your full 
Power, you muſt undergo the ſame 
Puniſhment as if you had robbed the 
common Treaſury. And beſides, I find 
you polleſs'd with the Opinion that 
you have Riches enough, and therefore 
ive your ſelf up to vain and trifling 
leaſures, which is the Effect of your 
Riches. It is for theſe Reaſons, good 
Critobulus, that I grieve for you, leſt 
you fall under Misfortunes that may 
end in the greateſt Poverty without 
Remedy; and for my ſelf, if J ſhould be 
neceſſitous, you know very well that 
many would relieve me, and if I re- 
ceiv d but a little of every one, I ſhould 
have more Money than would ſatisfy 
my Wants; but as for your Friends, 
tho' they have more Riches in their Sta- 
tions, than you eſs in yours, they 
have yet Expectations of Preferment 
from you. 
Criros. I confeſs I find nothing a- 


miſs in your Diſcourſe. 1 ſo much ap- 
prove 
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ove of it, that my greateſt Deſire is, 
that you will inſtruct me with ſuch good 
Precepts as may preſerve me from the 
Miſery you ſpeak of, and that I may 
never be an Object of your Compaſſion, 
unleſs it be in a good Cauſe. 

Sock. I ſuppoſe then, Friend Crito- 
bulus, you are not now in the ſame 
laughing Mind you was in, when I told 

ou J had Riches enough; Do you now 

elieve, I know wherein conſiſts the Va- 
lue of Riches? You ridiculed me when 
you made me confeſs that I had not by 
a thouſandth Part ſo much as you have, 
and now you deſire my moſt friendly 
Inſtructions to keep you from extreme 
Poverty. 

Criros. I perceive, good Socrates, 
that you have ſufficient Wiſdom to in- 
ſtruct a Man how to = true Riches, 
even in the greateſt Plenty; and I am 

rſwaded, that the Man who knows 

ow to make the molt of a little, is no 
leſs capable of managing the greateſt 
Fortune. 

SocR. You may remember, that to- 
wards the Beginning of our Diſcourſe, 
I told you that Horſes ought not to be 
reckon'd among the Goods of thoſe 
who know not how to uſe them, nor 


Land, nor Sheep, nor Money, or any 
other 
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other Thing whatever ; and yet every 
one of theſe are profitable, when they 
are uſed diſcreetly. As for my own 
Part, I have never had any of theſe, and 
how then ſhould I be able to inform 
ou of the Uſe of them? But tho' a 
an has neither Money or Goods, yet 
am perſwaded there is ſuch a Science 
as the Good Ordering of an Houſe. 
Why then, good Critobulus, ſhould you 
not be Maſter of this Science ? For 
the Reaſon why every Man cannot play 
well upon the Flute, is either becauſe 
he has not a Flute of his own, or cannot 
borrow a Flute of another to practiſe 
upon. The ſame Impediment have I in 
the Science of ordering an Houle ; for] 
was never yet Maſter of the Implements 
belonging to Houſe-keeping, neither 
Goods or Money; nor was there ever 
any who intruſted me with the Manage- 
ment of their Houſe, or Eſtate, altho' 
you now deſire my Directions. But you 
are ſenſible, that Learners of Muſick in 
the Beginning ſpoil their Inſtruments ; 
ſo that were 4 to begin my Practice 
upon your Eſtate, I ſhould deſtroy it. 
| CrirosB. Thus you endeavour to 
evade the Buſineſs I defire you to un- 
dertake, and would ſhun taking Share 
with me in the Management of my At- 
fairs. Soex. 
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Soca. That is not the Caſe, I am 
willing to ſerve you in any thing, with- 
in the Bounds of my Capacity, But 
ſuppoſe you was in Want of Fire, and 
came to me for it, and I had none, but 
directed you to a Place where you 
might have it; would not that be of 
the fame Account? Or if you want 
Water, and I have it not, but direct 
you where to have it, will not that be 
as agreeable to you? And if you would 
be inſtructed in Muſick, and I directed 
you to a better Judge in Muſick than 
myſelf, would not that anſwer your 
Deſign? Therefore, ſince I have no 
Knowledge of myſelf in the Affair you 
ſpeak of, the beſt Pleaſure I can do 
you, 1s to recommend you to ſuch Per- 
ſons who are molt expert in the Buſi- 
neſs you require; and that I judge I am 
able to do; for I have made it my Buſi- 
neſs to ſearch out the moſt ingenious 
of all Sorts in every Quarter of the 
City, having obſerv'd that among the 
Practiſers of the ſame Service, and the 
ſame Trade, ſome of the Practitioners 
were hardly capable of ſubſiſting, or 

etting their Bread, while others got 

\{tates. This, I confeſs, made me ad- 

mire, 'till at length I diſcover'd that 
ſome Men ran headlong upon * mw 
| 1NCIS 
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ſineſs without any Conſideration, and 
are ſo raſh in their Undertakings, that 
they always come off Loſers; while on 
the other hand, I obſerv'd that all thoſe 
who went about their Work deliberate- 
ly, and adviſed well upon their Buſi- 
neſs before they ſet about it, theſe Men 
accompliſh'd their Affairs with more 
Facility, more Diſpatch, and to more 
Advantage. Which Obſervation may 
ſerve, as a Leſſon, to inſtruct you how 
your Fortune may be advanced upon a 


{ſure Foundation. 
Crxiros. Then J am reſolved not to 


part from you till you have acquainted 
me with thoſe Wiſe Men you ſpeak of, 
who are capable of informing me of the 
Matters I want. 
Sock. Will it be amiſs if I ſhew 
ou ſome Men who have been at vaſt 
xpences in N and ſet about 
their Work with ſo littl 
Conſideration, that after an immenſe 
Treaſure has been ſpent by them, they 
have only raiſed an unprofitable Pile to 
their Diſcredit ? And, on the contrary, 
there are other Men, who with much 
leſs Charge have erected uſeful and pro- 
fitable Buildings. Will not this be one 


Step towards the good ordering of an 


Houſe? 
CxTITos. 


e Judgment or 
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Criros, You are ſurely right. 

Sock. Will it then be improper, if 
I ſhew you; in the next Place, that fome 
Men have Plenty of rich and uſeful Fur- 
niture for their Houſes, and for all Uſes; 
and when any Part of it ſhould be uſed, 
it is out of the Way, and to ſeek, and 
it is not known whether it be loſt, or 
laid in Safety? This, where-ever it _ 

ns, diſcompoſes the Maſter of the 

ouſe, and occaſions him to be angry 
with his Servants. But there are Others, 
who have no more Goods or Furni- 
ture, or, perhaps, have not half ſo much, 
and yet have every thing ready at hand 
fo anſwer their Occaſions. 

Criros. The Reaſon is plain, good 
Socrates; the firſt have no Order 1n the 
Diſtribution of their Goods, but let 
them lie in Confuſion ; the others have 
a Regard that every thing ſhould be 
laid up in its proper Place. 

Soer. You are in the right, good 
Critobulus; but it is not only neceſſary 
that every thing ſhould be ſet in its 
Place, but alſo, that there ſhould be a 
2 * and convenient Place to ſet it in. 

Cxtros. This alſo is neceſſary to- 
wards the good ordering of an Houſe. 

SOCR, 2 — [ likewiſe ſhew you, 
that in ſome Places the Slaves and der- 

C yants 
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vants are chain'd and ſtrictly watch'd, 
and yet often run away from their Ma- 
{ters ; while, in other Places, where 
they are in Freedom, and have their 
Liberty, they work heartily for their 
Maſters, and are perpetually ſtriving 
who ſhall act moſt for their Advantage. 
Is not this a Point worthy the Regard 
of an Houſe-keeper ? 

Criros. Certainly, it is very worthy 
the Regard of a Matter, | 

Sock. Nor will it be of leſs uſe, if 
I ſhew you that ſome Husbandmen con- 
tinually complain of Want, and are in 
a ſtarving Condition; while others, who 
practiſe the ſame Science of Husbandry, 
have every thing neceſſary about them, 
and live upon the Fat of the Land. 

CRITOB. This will ſurely be of good 
uſe. But perhaps the firſt you ſpeak of 
beſtow their Money and Goods impro- 
perly; or diſpoſe of what they get to 
the Diſadvantage of themſelves and their 


Families. 


So e R. There are ſurely ſome ſuch 
Husbandmen, but I only ſpeak of thoſe 


who call themſelves Husbandmen, and 


et can hardly find themſelves with a 
ufficiency of Meat and Drink. 

Cairo. What ſhould be the Cauſe 
of this? 


* 


Sock. 
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Sock. I will bring you among them, 
that you may learn by their Example. 

CRITOoB. That is my Deſire, good 
Socrates. 

Sock. But firſt you muſt learn how 
to diſtinguiſh between the Good and 
the Bad, when you ſee them. I have 
known you riſe early in the Morning, 
and travel long Journies to ſee a Come- 
dy, and you have preſs'd my Company 
with you; but you never invited me to 
ſuch a Sight as this we ſpeak of. 

CRrIrtos. Dear Socrates forbear your 
Banter, and proceed in your good In- 
ſtructions. 

Sock. Suppoſe I ſhew you ſome Men, 
who by keeping great Stables of Horſes 
are reduced to extreme Poverty, while 
others, by the ſame means; have got 
great Eſtates and live ſplendidly? 

Crirtos. I have ſeen em and know 
them both; but I cannot diſcern what 
Advantage that will be to me. 

Sock. The Reaſon is, that you ſee 
them as you do Plays, not with a Deſign 
of becoming a Poet, but purely for A- 
muſement and Recreation; and perhaps 
you do not amiſs in that, if your Genius 
does not lead you to be a Poet; but 
as you are obliged to keep Horſes, is ic 
not neceſſary that you ſhould underſtan 

C > what 
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what belongs to them, that by your 
Skill you may reap an Advantage by 
them? 

Critos. You mean that I ſhould 
breed Horſes. 3 

Sock, By no means; for you may 
have a good Servant without the Trou- 
ble of bringing him up from a Child. 
There are Ages both of Horſes and Men 
wherein they are immediately profita- 
ble, and will improve every Day upon 
your Hands. Moreover, I can ſhew you 
ſome Men, who have been ſo diſcreet 
in the Management of their Wives, that 
their Eſtates have been greatly advan- 
taged by them; but there are Others, 
and not a few, who by means of their 
Wives have been utterly ruin'd. 

Cu«rtrop. But who is to be blam'd 
for this, the Husband or the Wife? 

Sock. If aSheep is out of Order, we 
commonly blame the Shepherd; and if 
a Horſe have not his Goings as he ſhould, 
but is skittiſh and miſchievous, we blame 
the Breaker; and as for a Wife, if her 
Husband inſtruct her well in his Affairs, 
and ſhe neglect them, ſhe is not wiſe; 
but if her Husband does not his Part, in 
giving her proper Inſtructions for her 
Government, and ſhe behaves herſelf 
diſorderly, and unbecoming her Sex, 

or 
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or herſelf as a Miſtreſs of an Houſe, is 
not then the Man to blame? FI 

Cairo. Yes, without doubt; and 
it is a Subject that I ſhould be glad to 
diſcourſe with you about: And, by the. 
Friendſhip we owe one another, tell me 
oy and freely, Is there any One a- 
mong all your Friends whom youentruſt 
with ſo great a Share of your Houſhold 
Affairs as your Wife? 

So e R. It is true, I do not; but tell 
me likewiſe, is there One you converſe 
with ſeldomer upon that Subject than 
you do with your Wife ? | | 

Cairo. You judge right, for if 
there are any, there are very few, who 
know leſs ot my Affairs than my Wife. 

Sock. You marry'd her very young, 
before ſhe had ſeen or heard much of 
the World, therefore it would be more 
to be admired if ſhe acted as ſhe ought 
to do, than if ſhe did amiſs. 

Criros, Then, good Socrates, do 
you imagine that thoſe, who bear the 
Character of gone Houſe-wives, have 
been taught to be ſo? 

Sock. I will not diſpute that with 
_ at preſent, but refer you to my 

ife Aſpaſia, who will inform you bet- 
ter than I can my ſelf. But to proceed; 
I eſteem a Wife to be a good and ne- 


C 3 ceſlary 
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ceſſary Companion for the Maſter of 
an Houſe, and one who ought to bear 
the next Share of Government under the 

alter of the Houſe; there is only a 

ittle more Power in the Husband than 
in the Wife; the Subſtance of the Eſtate 
is generally increaſed by the Induftr 
and Labour of the Man ; but the Wife 
for the moſt part has the Care upon her 
to diſtribute and order thoſe things that 
are brought into the Houſe; and if 
therefore the Husband and Wife agree 
in their Management, the Houſes and 
Eſtates improve; but where there is not 
this Harmony, they muſt neceſſarily de- 
cay. I could likewiſe inform you in 
many other Sciences, if the Inſtruction 
were needful. 

Criros. There is no Occaſion, good 
Socrates; for the richeſt Man has not 
Occaſion to employ Men of all Faculties, 
nor is there any Man who has Occaſion 
to pract ſe them all. But ſuch Sciences 
as are honourable and becoming my 
Province to underſtand, thoſc I delireto 
learn, as wel! from the Perions you may 
judge moſt capable of texching me, as 
from your felf, whom principaliy I hall 
dep. upon to give the fniſhing role. 
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are not neceſſary for you to know, thoſe 
are called Handicrafts, and are the leaſt 
regarded in our City and Common- 
wealth; for they deſtroy the Health of 
thoſe who practiſe them, by keeping 
their Bodies in the Shade, and confining: 
them toa ſedentary Habit, or eiſe by em- 
ploying them all Day over the Fire, 
which is yet as unhealthful: and when 
once the Body is tender and feeble, the 
Stomach and Spirits muſt certainly be 
weak. And beſides, Men of ſuch Occu- 
— can have no time to bend their 
inds either to do their Friends any 
Good, or can have Leiſure to aſſiſt the 
Common- wealth: Therefore ſuch Peo- 
ple cannot readily ſerve their Friends, if 
they ſhould happen to be in Diſtreſs; 
nor are fit Perſons to ſerve their Coun- 
try in time of Adverſity. For which 
Reaſon, in ſome Cities and Common- 
wealths, eſpecially ſuch as are deep| 
engaged in War, a Citizen is not ſuf- 
fer d to practiſe any Handicraft. 
Critros. What Faculties then, good 
Socrates, would you adviſe me to uſe? 
Sock, The King of Perſia, I think, 
may ſet us a good Example; for we are 
told that the Sciences which are moſt 
eſteem'd by him are War and Husbandry: 
theſe of all others he reckons the moſt 
C4 ho- 
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honourable as well as the moſt neceſſa . 
ry, and accordingly gives them Encou- 
ragement. ö 

CRrirOsB. And can you imagine, good 
Socrates, that the King of Per ſia has 
any regard for Husbandry ? 

Sock. Iſhall endeayour to ſatisfy you 
whether he has or not. You will allow 
with all the World, that he delights in 
War, becauſe of his Obligations on the 
Princes.under him to furniſh him with 
certain Numbers of Troops by way of 
Tribute; either to keep his Subjects in 
Awe and prevent Rebellion, or to guard 
his Country againſt foreign Enemies 
that may come to invade it: Beſides theſe 


be keeps large Garriſons in ſevera] 


Caſtles, and _— a Treaſurer to pay 


their Wages duly that they may be kept 
in good Order, His Tributary Troops 
are all muſter'd once in twelve Months, 
that they may be diſciplin'd and ready 
for an Rent: if any Commotion 
or Invaſion ſhould happen; but the gar- 
riſon'd Forces and his own Guards he 
reviews himſelf, and entruſts the In- 
ſpection of his remoter Troops to ſuch 
a Lieutenant as he can belt confide in, 
upon whoſe Report he either rewards 
or puniſhes the Leaders of the ſeveral 
_ Legions n as they have acted 

for his Honour in their ſeveral Stations. 


Thoſe 


- 


Thoſe eſpecially who have their Troops 
in the delt Order and — he 
confers on them the greateſt Honours, 
and rewards them with ſuch Preſents as 
may put them above the World ever 
after; and for thoſe who have neglected 
their Duty, and abuſed the Soldiers un- 
der them, he diſmiſſes them from their 
Governments, and loads them with 
Shame. It cannot be doubted but a 
Prince that acts with this Conduct muſt 
underſtand War, and is well skill'd in 
the Military Science. 8 

On the other hand, he employs great 
part of his Time in riding about his 
* Part of the Country, and 
obſerving the State of Husbandry, whe- 
ther the Lands are tilled as they ought 
to he; and for the remote Parts, he ſends 
ſuch Deputies to examine them as are 
eſteem'd to be the propereſt Judges; 
and when he finds that his Governors 
and Deputies have kept their ſeveral 
Countries well inhabited, and the Ground 
well cultivated, with ſuch Produce as 
it will beſt bear, he raiſes them in Ho- 
nours, loads them with Preſents, and 
enlarges their Governments; but if he 
finds the Country thin of People, or 
the Ground uncultivated, or that EX 
fortions or Cruelties have been m— 

te 
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ted by his Governors, he inflicts ſevere 
Puniſhments on them, and diſcharges 
them from their Employments. From 
theſe Examples do you believe that the 
King of Per ſia has not as great Regard to 
the peopling his Country, and the Sci- 
ence of Husbandry, as he has to — 
an Army in ſuch an Order as may defen 
iu? But it is to be obſerved among his 
high Officers, that no one of them has 
the Charge of two Commiſſions at 
one Time; for ſome are appointed to 
be Overſeers of his Lands and Husband- 
men, and to receive his 'Tributes that 
ariſe by them, while others are employ'd 
to overlook the Soldiery and Garriſons; 
ſo that if the Governor of the Garriſon 
neglects his Duty in keeping good Order 
or defending his Country, the Lieute- 
nant over the Affairs of Husbandry ac- 
cuſes him, that his Land is not cultivated 
for want of a ſufficient Defence againſt 
the encroaching Parties, which are com- 
mon enough in thoſe Parts, But if the 
Governor of the Garriſon performs his 
Duty, and keeps the Country under his 
Juriſdiction in Peace; and the Director 
of the Affairs of Husbandry neglects his 
Buſineſs, ſo that the Country is in Want 
of People, and the Lands are not or- 
der d as they ought to be, then he is 
accuſed 
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accuſed by the Governor of the Garri- 
ſon ; for if the Husbandry is neglected, 
the Soldiers muſt ſtarve, and the King 
himſelf muſt loſe his Tribute. But in 
ſome Part of Perſia there is a great 
Prince call'd Satrapa, who takes u 

him the Office both of Soldiery and 
Husbandry, | 

Criros. If the King acts as you in- 
form me, he ſeems to take as much De- 
light in Husbandry as he does in War. 

Sock, I have not yet done concern- 
ing him; for in every Country where 
he reſides, or paſſes a little Lime, he 
takes care to have excellent Gardens, 
filld with every Kind of Flower or 
Plant that cen by any means be collected, 
and in theſe Flaces are his chief Delight. 

CRITOB. By your Diſcourſe it ap- 
pears alſo, that he has a great Delightin 
Gardening; for, as you intimate, his Gar- 
dens are turniſh'd with every Tree and 
Plant that the Ground is capable of 
bringing forth, 

Soc. We are told likewiſe, that 
when the King dittributes any Rewards, 
he tirſt appoints the principal Officers 
of his Soldiery, who have the greateſt 
Right to his Favour, to appear before 
him, and thcnocitows or, h m Preſents 

Courding lo fit Deleru-:; Fete tilligg 
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of Ground would be of no Effect, unleſs 
there were Forces well managed to de- 
fend it. And after the Soldiers he next 
diſtributes his Honours and Preferments 
among thoſe who have taken good Care 
that his Lands were well cultivated, and 
the 3 kept from Idleneſs; obſerving 
at the ſame time that vigilant Soldiers 
could not ſubſiſt without the Care of 
the induſtrious Husbandmen. We are 
told likewiſe, that Cyrus, a King famed 
for his Wiſdom and warlike Diſpoſition, 
was of the ſame Mind, with regard to 
Husbandry; and uſed to diſtribute Re- 
wards to his moſt deſerving Soldiers 
and Husbandmen, telling them at the 
fame Time, that he himſelf had de- 
ſerved the Preſents he gave away, be- 
cauſe he had taken Care of the Tillage 
of his Country, and had alſo taken Care 
to defend it. 

Criros. If this is true of Cyrus, it 
is evident enough, that he had as much 
Love for Husbandry as he had for War. 

S OR. If Cyrus had lived, he would 
have proved a very wiſe Prince, for 
we have many extraordinary Proofs 
of his Wiſdom and Conduct: One Paſ- 
ſage in particular I may take Notice of, 
which 1s, when he met his Brother in 
Battel to decide the Diſpute who W 
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be King, from Cyrus no Man deſerted, 
but many Thouſands deſerted from the 
King to Cyrus; which ſurely muſt be 
the Effect of his Virtue, for there is no 
greater Argument of a Prince's Good- 
neſs, than the Love of the People, and 
eſpecially when they pay him a volun- 
tary Obedience, and ſtand by him in 
Time of Diſtreſs. In this great Conteſt 
the Friends of Graus ſtood fighting a- 
bout him while he was yet alive, and 
even after his Fall maintain'd their Poſt 
till they were all ſlain by his Side, ex- 
cept Ariæus, who was poſted in the left 
Wing of the Army. When LZy/ander 
brought Preſents to Cyrus from the 
Cities of Greece, that were his Confe- 
derates, he received him with the great- 
eſt Humanity, and among other Things 
ſhew'd him his Garden, which was 
call'd, The Paradiſe of Sardis ; which 
when Ly/ander beheld he was ſtruck with 
Admiration of the Beauty of the Trees, 
the Regularity of their Planting, the 
Evenneſs of their Rows, and their ma- 


king regular Angles one to another, or 
in a Word, the Beauty of the Quincunx 
Order in which they were planted, and 
the delightful Odours which iſſued from 
them. Zy/ander could no longer refrain 
from extolling the Beauty of their 9 

ut 
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but more particularly admired the excel. 
lent Skill of the Hand that had ſo curiouſly 
diſpoſed them; which Crus perceiving, 
anſwered him, All the Trees that you 
here behold are of my own Appoint- 
ment; I it was that contrived, mea- 
ſured, and laid out the Ground for 
planting theſe Trees, and I can even 
thew you ſome of them that I planted 
with my own Hands. When Zyſander 
heard this, and ſaw the Richneſs of his 
Robes, and the Splendor of his Dreſs, 
his Chains of Gold, and the Number 
and Curioſity of the Jewels about him, 
he cry'd out withAitoniſhment,Is it poſſi- 
ble, =” King, that you could conde- 
ſcend to plant any of theſe Trees with 
your own Hands? Do you wonder at 
that, Ly/ander ? (anſwer'd Cyrus.) Iaf- 
ſure you, that whenever I have Leiſure 
from War, or am the moſt at Eaſe, I 
never dine till I have either done ſome 
Exerciſe in Arms, or employ'd my ſelf 
in ſome Point of Husbandry, till I ſweat, 
To which Ly/ander reply'd, You are 
truly fortunate, great King, in being a 
wiſe and good Man. This, good Cri- 
tobulus, I thought proper to acquaint 
you of, that you may know how much 
the Richeſt and moſt Fortunate among 
Men delight themſelves in a 

or 
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far it is a Bufineſs of that Nature, that 
at the ſame time it is delightful and pro- 
ftable, both to the Body and Eſtate, 
affording ſuch Exerciſe as will increaſe 
a Man's Health and Strength, and ſuch 
Advantages as may greatly improve his 
Fortune. By Husbandry the Ground 

ives us every thing neceſſary for our 

ood and Nouriſhment, and ſuch things 
likewiſe as afford the greateſt Pleaſures. 
Morcover it furniſhes us with beautiful 
Flowers, and other excellent Materials 
for the Ornament and Decoration of 
the Temples and Altars, affording the 
richeſt Gaiety,and moſt fragrant Odours, 
So likewiſe it produces Meats for the 
Uſe of Men, ſome without much Trou- 
ble, others with more Labour; for the 
keeping of Sheep is a Branch of Huſ- 
bandry. But tho” it gives us Plenty of 
all kinds of Things, yet it does not allow 
us to reap them in Sloth and Idleneſs, 


but excites us to Health and Strength by... 


the Labour it appoints us. In the Win- 
ter, by reaſon of the Cold; and in 
Summer, by reaſon of Heat; and for 
them who labour with their Hands, it 
makes them robuſt, and Mighty; and 
thoſe who only overſee their Works, 
are quicken d and prompted to act like 
Men; for they muſt riſe early 1 the 
Ori» 
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Morning, and muſt exerciſe themfelves 
with walking from one Place to ano- 
ther. For, both in the Fields and in Ci- 
ties, whatever is undertaken to the Pur- 
poſe muſt be done in a proper Time 
and Seaſon. Again, if a Man is inclined 
to practiſe Horſemanſhip, and grow ex- 
t in that Science for the Defence of his 
ountry, an Horſe can be no where 
better kept, than in the Country; or if 
Man chuſe to exerciſe himſelf on Foot, 
or in Running, Husbandry gives him 
Strength of Body, and he may exerciſe 
himſelf in Hunting ; here is alſo Meat 
for his Dogs, as well as Entertainment 
for wild Beaſts and Beaſts of the Game; 
and the Horſes and Dogs, thus aſſiſted 
by Husbandry, return as good Service 
to the Ground, for the Horſe may car- 
ry his Maſter early in the Morning to 
overſee that the Workmen and La- 
bourers do their Duty in the Fields, 
and returns with the Maſter again at 
Night at the lateſt Hour, if his Preſence 
ſhould be required 'till that Time; 
and the Dogs are a Defence againſt wild 
Beaſts, that they ſpoil not the Fruits of 
the Earth, nor deſtroy the Sheep, and 
even keep a Man ſafe in a Wilderneſs, 
Again, the Practice of Husbandry makes 


Men ſtrong and bold, enabling them to 
defend 


neee of 
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defend their Country, for in open Coun- 
tries the Husbandmen are not without 
Robbers, who would invade their Lands, 
and carry off their Crops if they had 
not Strength and Courage enough to 
reſiſt them. What Faculty will ſooner 
encourage a Man to leap, to run, or 
draw a Bow, than Husbandry ; and what 
Science 1s there that brings a Man more 
Advantage for his Labour? W hatScience 
is more agreeable to a ſtudious Man? 
for he finds in-it every Thing he can 
have Occaſion for. Where ſhall a Stranger 
be better received and entertained? or 
where ſhall a Man live more commodi- 
ouſly in Winter, than in the Place where 
he =_ be accommodated with Firing 
enough and hot Baths? Where can we 
abide with greater Pleaſure in Summer, 
than near Rivers, Springs, Woods, 
Groves and Fields, where gentle Breezes 
fann the Air? Where may a Man treat 
his Gueſts more agreeably, or make 
more triumphant Banquets? W hat Place 
do Servants delight in more? Or what 
other Place is more agreeable to the 
Wife? Where do Children covet more 
to be? Or where are Friends better re- 
ceived, or better ſatisfied ? There is no 
Science, in my Mind, more delightful 
than this, if a Man has a convenient 

| D Sub- 
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Subſtance to put him to Work ; nor any 
Buſineſs more profitable to a Man, if 
he has Skill and Induſtry. Again, the 
Ground may teach Men Nies, if they 
have Diſcretion enough to obſerve it; 
for it rewards thoſe very liberally, who 
take Care of it and aſſiſt it. But if it 
ſhould happen that a Country, by means 
of Wars, ſhould be obliged to lie un- 
ih | cultivated, yet thoſe who have been 

| bred up to Husbandry are hardy and fit 
for Soldiers, and may by that means get 
| their Living; and oftentimes it is more 
4 | certain ſeeking a Livelyhood with Wea 
48 | pons of War, in Time of War, than 
with Inſtruments of 1 

The Science of Husbandry alſo bring 
1 ; Men to good Diſcipline, and prepares 


them to go to War when there is Oc. 
calion, For the Ground cannot be tilled 
without Men, and a good Husband man 
will always provide the ſtrongeſt, luſtieſt WW 
Workmen he can get for that Purpoſe, 


| and ſuch eſpecially as will readily obey WW 

in his Commands, and are tractable in their 

43! Buſineſs; and this is much the ſame with 

3 the Buſineſs of a General when he 1; 

| i ordering his Army; in either Caſe thoſe 
are rewarded that behave themſelves 

| well, or thoſe are puniſh'd who areob- 


{linate and neglect their Duty. A good 
us- 
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Husbandman muſt as often call upon his 
Workmen and encourage them, as a Ge- 
neral or Leader of an Army ought to 
-ncourage his Soldiers; for Bond-men 
ſhould be noleſs encouraged and fed with 


ho Hopes by their Maſters than Freemen, 
it {Wray rather more, that their Inclinations 
ans may bind them to their Maſters, and 
m. Wkeep them from running away. He 


was ſurely a wiſe Man, who ſaid, that 
Husbandry was the Mother and Nurſe 
of all other Sciences ; for if Husbandry 
flouriſh, all other Sciences and Faculties 
fare the better ;but whenever theGround 
lies uncultivated, and brings no Crop, 
all other Sciences are at a Loſs both by 
Sea and Land. | 

es MW Crriros. Good Socrates, you reaſon 
c- MW well of this Matter; but you are ſenſi- 
ed ble, there are many unforeſeen Accidents 
an that happen in Husbandry, which 
eſt W ſometimes will deſtroy all our Hopes 
ſe, W of Profit, tho' an Husbandman has act- 
ey ed with the — Skill and Diligence ; 
11 WW ſometimes Hail, Droughts, Mildews, 
th WW or continual Rains ſpoil our Crops, or 
is Vermin will even eat up the Seed in the 
ſe Ground; and alſo Sheep, tho' they have 
es never ſo good Paſture, are ſometimes 
b- WH infected with Diſtempers, which deſtroy 
d them. 
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Soc. I thought, good Critobulut, 
that you allow'd the s to have the 
Direction of Husbandry, as well as the 
Battle. We all know that before our 
Generals lead forth their Armies, they 
make Vows, Prayers, and offer Sacri- 
fices to the Gods, to bribe them in Favour 
of their Enterprize, and conſult the Ora- 
cles what is beit to do, And think you 
that, in the Buſineſs of Husbandry, we 
ought not to implore the Favour of the 
Gods as much as we do in the Affair 
of War? Be aſſured, Friend Cr:tobulus, 
that all virtuous Men attend the Tem- 
ples with Sacrifices, Prayers, and Obla- 
tions for the Welfare of all their Fruits, 
their Oxen, their Sheep, their Horſes, 
and of every thing elſe that they poſleſs, 

Criros. Iagree with you, good Ju- 
crates, that in all our Undertakings we 
ought, before we iet about them, to 
conſult and implore the Pleaſure of the 
Gods, as their Power is Superior to all 
others, as well in War as in Peace; but 
our Purpoſe is to conſult about the well 
Ordering of an Houſe, therefore 1 de- 
lire you will reſume your Diſcourſe, and 
e to the Purport of our Deſign: 
or I confeſs you havealready made ſuch 
an Impreſſion on me with regard to the 
Ordering of an Houſe, and how a Man 

ought 
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ought to live, that I long for your far- 
ther Inſtructions. 

Sock. Will it not then be proper to 
have a Reſpect to our foregoing Argu- 
ments,and make aRecapitulation of thoſe 
Things that we have agreed 1n, that in 
the Progreſs of our Diſcourſe, we may 
know what has been ſettled between us? 

CRITOB. It will be a great Pleaſure; 
for when two Men have lent Money to 
one another, there 1s nothing more a- 
greeable to them Both, than to agree in 
their Reckoning; ſo now in our Diſcourſe 
it will be no leſs agreeable to know what 
Particulars we have ſettled betwixt us. 

Sock, We 4400 agreed, that the Or- 
dering of an Houſe is the Name of a 
Science; and that to act for the Increaſe 
and Welfare of an Houſe 1s that Science. 

Secondly, We agreed that by the Word 
Houſe, we mean all a Man's Poſſeſſions, 
and ſuch Goods as are uſeful to a Man's 
Life; and we found that every thing 
was profitable to a Man that he knew 
how to uſe with Judgment, wherefore 
we concluded it was impoſſible for a 
Man to learn all manner of Sciences; 
and as for the Handicrafts, we thought 
proper to exclude them, as many Cities 
and Common-wealths do, becauſe they 
ſeem to deſtroy bodily Health, and this 
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rticularly where there is Danger of 
nemies invading the Country, or where 

there are Wars; for were we on that 
Occaſion to ſet the Handicraft-men on 
one vide, and the Husbandmen on the 
other, and ask them whether they would 
rather go out againſt their Enemies, or 
give up their Fields and defend the Ci. 
ties; thoſe who had been uſed to the La. 
bour of the Field would rather go out 
to fight and deliver cheir Country, and 
the Artificers would chuſe rather to fit 
{till in the Way they had been brought 
up, than put themſelves into the leal 
Danger: We, moreover, recommended 
Husbandry as a good Exerciſe, and: 
Calling of that Profit that will bring it 
Maſter every thing that is neceſlary ; be 

ſides it is a Buſineſs ſoon learn'd, and e 

treamly pleaſant to them who practiſe it; 

ĩt alſo makes the Body robuſt and ſtrong 
gives a Bloom to the Face, and qualifis 

a Man with a Generoſity of Spirit to 

aſſiſt his Friends and his Country; be- 

ſides this, we have alſo join'd in Opin 
on, that the Practice of Husbandri 
makes Men hardy and couragious, an! 
able to defend their Country; because 
by the Fields lying open and expoſed t0 
Invaders they have frequent Skirmitſhes, 
and therefore know the better — 
gut. 
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fight: Tis for theſe Reaſons that Hus- 
bandry iseſteem'd the Mother of Sciences 
and the moſt honourablein all Govern- 
ments; it is healthful, and breeds good 
Men, and occaſions Generoſity of Spirit 
and Good Will towards ones Friends 
and Country. "W755 5 
Criros. You have fully perſuaded 
me that Husbandry is a moſt pleaſant 
and profitable Occupation; but Iremem- 
ber in your Diſcourſe you told me of ſome 
Husband men who get plentiful Fortunes 
by their Practice, and that there were 
Others who thro' Miſmanagement be- 
came Beggars by it; I deſire you would 
clear up theſe two Things to me, that 
when 1 come to practiſe this Science, 
I may follow that Way which will be 
the- moſt advantageous, and avoid the 
contrary. | 
Sock. But, ſuppoſe, I ſhould firſt tell 
you, good Critobulus, of a Diſcourſe I 
once had with a Man who might truly 
be call'd good and honeſt; for it will 
aſſiſt in what you deſire. 
_ Criros. I ſhall be glad to hear that 
Diſcourſe, which may inform me how to 
gain the worthy Name of a truly good 


and honeſt Man. | 
Sock. That which firſt led me to 
conſider the Value of one Man more 
D 4 than 
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than of another, was by finding among 
the Artificers, ſuch as Builders, Pain- 
ters, and Statuaries, thoſe were always 
eſteem'd the beſt and moſt worthy whoſe 
Works were the moſt perfect, ſo that it 
was their Works that gain'd them the 
Applauſe of the People; I had likewiſe 
heard that there were thoſe among the 
People, who had ſo behaved themſelves 
that they were eſteem'd good and ho- 
neſt Men; theſe Men above all others 
I coveted to converſe with, that I might 
learn how they gain'd that Character; 
and becauſe I obſerv'd that good and 
honeſt were Companions in their Cha- 
racter, I ſaluted the firſt Man I met that 
had a goodly Preſence, expecting to 
find the Character of Good and Honeſt 
in the moſt comely Perſonage, rather than 
any other ; but I ſoon found I was far 
from my Aim, and began to recollect 
my ſelf that there are many fair Faces, 
and Perſonages of graceful Appearance, 
that poſſeſs the moſt ſordid Diſbolitions 
and ungenerous Souls, ſo that now [I 
was ſenſible the good and honeſt Man 
was not to be known by the external Ap- 
pearance, but that the ſureſt Way to 
find what I ſought for, was to ſearch for 
one of thoſe that bore the Character. 
In the Courſe of my Enquiries I was re- 
| | com- 
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commended to one whoſe Name is I/ 
chomachus, a Man eſteem'd by Both 
the Sexes, Citizens and Strangers, as 
truly worthy the Character I ſought for; 
and I ſoon made it my Buſineſs to find 
him out: When I firſt ſaw him, I found. 
him fitting in a Portico of one of the 
Temples alone; and as I concluded he 
was then at Leiſure, I placed my ſelf by 
him, and addreſt my ſelf to him in the 
following Manner. 

Good 1/thomachus, I much wonder to 
ſee m”m thus — day whoſe Induſtry 
leads you ever to be ſtirring for the 
Good of ſome one or other; Nor ſhould 
you now have found me here, good So- 
crates, ſaid Iſchomachus, if | had not 
appointed ſome Strangers to meet me 
at this Place; And if you had not been 
here, ſaid Socrates, where would you 
have been, or, I pray you, how would 
you have employ'd your ſelf? for I wiſh 
to learn what it is that you do to gain the 
Character from all People of a good and 
honeſt Man; the good Complection of 
your Features ſeems to denote, that you 
do not always confine your ſelf to Home. 
At this [/chomachus, ſmiling, ſeem'd to 
expreſs a Satisfaction in what I had ſaid, 
and reply'd; I know not that People 
give me the Character of a good and 

2 ag honeſt 
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honeſt Man, for when J am obliged to 
pay Money either for Taxes, Subſidies, 
or on other Occaſions, the People call 
me plainly /chomachus ; and for what 
you fay concerning my not being much 
at Home you conjecture right, for my 
Wife is capable of ordering ſuch Things 
as belong to the Houſe; But pray tell 
me, ſaid Socrates, did you inſtruct your 
Wife how to manage your Houſe, or 
was it her Father — Mother that gave 
her ſufficient Inſtructions to order an 
Houſe before the came to you? My 
Wife, anſwered T/chomachns, was but 
fifteen Years old when 1 married her, 
and till then ſhe had been ſo negligent- 
ly brought up, that ſhe hardly knew 
any thing of worldly Affairs. I ſuppoſe, 
faid Socrates, ſhe could ſpin and card, 
or ſet her Seryants to Work. As for 
ſuch Things, good Socrates, reply'd 
T{chomachus, ſhe had her Share of Know- 
ledge. And did you teach her all the 
reſt, ſaid Socrates, which relates to the 


| „Nana ement of an Houſe? I did, re- 


ply'd 1/chomachus, but not before I had 
1mplored the Aſſiſtance of the Gods, to 
ſhew me what Inſtructions were neceſ- 
ſary for her; and that ſhe might have an 
Heart to learn and practiſe thoſe In- 
ſtructions to the Advantage and Profit 
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of us Both. But, good Iſcbomac bus, tell 


me, ſaid Socrates, did your Wife join 


with you in your Petition to the Gods ? 
Yes, reply'd I/chomachus, and I look'd 
upon that to be no bad Omen of her 
Diſpoſition to receive ſueh Inſtructions 
as I ſhould give her. I pray you, good 


Iſcbomachus, tell me, ſaid Socrates, what 


was the firſt Thing you began to ſhew her ? 
for to hear that, will be a greater Plea- 
ſure to me, than if you were to deſcribe 
the moſt triumphant Feaſt that had ever 
been celebrated. To begin then, good 
Socrates, when we were well enough 
acquainted, and were ſo familiar that 
we began to converſe freely with" one 
another, I ask'd her for what Reaſon 
ſhe thought I had taken her to be my 
Wife, that it was not purely to make 
her a Partner of my Bed, for that ſhe 
knew I had Women enough already at 
my Command ; but theReaſon why her 
Father and Mother had conſented ſhe 
ſhould be mine, was becauſe we con- 
cluded her a proper Perſon to be a Part- 
ner in my Houſe and Children; for this 
End I inform'd her it was, that I choſe 
her before all other Women, and with 
the ſame regard her Father and Mother 
choſe me for her Husband ; and if we 
ſhould be ſo much favour'd by the 3 

that 
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that ſhe ſhould being me Children, it 
would be our Buſineſs jpintly to conſult 
about their Education, and how to bring 
them up in the Virtues becoming Man. 
kind, for then we may expect them to 
be profitable to us, to defend us, and 
comfort us in our Old Age. I further 
added, that our Houſe was now com- 
mon to us Both, as well as our Eſtates; 
for all that I had I delivered 1nto her 
Care, and the ſame ſhe did likewiſe on 
her. Part to me; and likewiſe that all 
theſe Goods were to be employ'd to the 
Advantage of us Both, without upbraid- 
ing one or the other, which of the two 
had brought the greateſt Fortune; but 
let our Study be, who ſhall contribute 
molt to the Improvement of the Fortunes 
we have brought together; and accord- 
. ingly wear the Honour they may gain 
by their good Management. 

To this, good Socrates, my Wife re- 
ply'd, How can I help you in this? Or 
wherein can the little Power I have do 
pou any Good? for my Mother told me 

th my Fortune, as well as yours, was 
wholly at your Command, and that it 
mult be my chief Care to live virtuouſ- 
ly and ſoberly. This is true, good Wife, 
anſwered 1/chomachus, but it is the 


Part of a ſober Husband and virtuous 
Wite 
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Wife to join in their Care, not only to 
reſerve the Fortune they are poſſeſt 
of, but to contribute equally to improve 
it, And what do you ſee in me, ſaid 
the Wife of 1/chomachus, that you be- 
lieve me capable of aſſiſting in the Im- 

ovement of your Fortune? Uſe your 
ndeavour, good Wife, ſaid I/choma- 
chus, to do thoſe Things which are ac- 
ceptable to the Gods, and are appoint- 
ed by the Law for you to do. And 
what Things are thoſe, dear Husband? 
ſaid the Wife of 1/chomachus, They are 
Things, reply'd he, which are of no ſmall 
Concern, unleſs you think that the Bee 
which remains always in the Hive, is 
unemploy'd; it is her Part to overſee 
the Bees that work in the Hive, while 
the others are abroad to gather Wax 
and Honey, and it is in my Opinion a 
eat Favour of the Gods to give us 
uch lively Examples, by ſuch little Crea- 
tures, of our Duty to aſſiſt one another 
in the good ordering of Things; for by 
the Example of the Bees, an Fiusband 
and Wife may ſee the Neceſſity of be- 


ing concern'd together towards the pro- 
moting and advancing of their Stock; 
and this Union between the Man and 
Woman is no leſs neceſſary to prevent 
the Decay and Loſs of Mankind, by 


5 Pro- 
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producing Children which may help to 
comfort and nouriſh their Parents in 
their Old Age. It is ordained alſo for 
ſome Creatures to live in Houſes, while 
it is as neceſſary for others to be abroad 
in the Fields; wherefore it is convenient 
for thoſe who have Houſes and would fur- 
niſh them with neceſlary Proviſions, to 
provide Men to work in their Fields, ei- 
ther for tilling the Ground, ſowing of 
Grain, planting of Trees, or grazing ofCat- 
tle; nor is it leſs neceſſary, when the Har- 
veſt is brought in, to take care in the lay- 
ng our Corn and Fruits up properly, and 
diſpoſing of them diſcreetly. Little Chil- 
dren mult be brought up in the Houſe, 
Bread muſt be made in the Houſe, and 
all kinds of Meats muſt be dreſs'd in 
the Houſe ; likewiſe Spinning, Carding, 
and Weaving are all Works to be done 
within Doors; ſo that both the Things 
abroad, and thoſe within the Houſe, re- 
quire the utmoſt Care and Diligence; 
and 1t appears plainly, by many natural 
Inſtances, that the Woman was born 
to look after ſuch Things as are to be 
done within the Houſe: For a Man na- 
turally is ſtrong of Body, and capable 
of enduring the Fatigue of Heat and 
Cold, of travelling and undergoing the 
harſher Exerciſe ; ſo that it ſeems . if 
a- 
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Nature had appointed him to look after 
the Affairs without Doors, the Woman 
being alſo to nurſe and bring up Chil- 
dren: She is naturally of a more ſoft 
and tender Nature than the Man, and 
it ſeems likewiſe that Nature has given 
the Woman a greater Share of Jealouſy. 
and Fear than to the Man, that ſhe may 
be more careful and watchful over thoſe 
Things which are entruſted to her Care; 
and it ſeems likely, that the Man is na- 
turally made more hardy and bold than 
the Woman, becauſe his Buſineſs is a- 
broad in all Seaſons, and that he may 
defend himſelf againſt all Aſſaults an 

Accidents, But becauſe both theMan and 
the Woman are to be together for both 
their Advantages, the Man to gather 
his Subſtance from abroad, and the Wo- 
man to manage and improve it at home, 
they are indifterently endow'd with Me- 
mory and Diligence. It is natural alſo 
to Both to refrain from ſuch Things as 
may do them Harm, and likewiſe they 
are naturally given to improve in every - 
Thing they fludy, by Practice and Ex- 
perience; but as they are not equally 
perfect in all Things, they have the more 
Occaſion of one another's Aſſiſtance: For 
when the Man and Woman are thus u- 
nited, what the one has Occaſion for 
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is ſupply d by the other; therefore, g 
Wife. ſeeing this is what the Gag od 
ordain d for us, let us endeavour, to the 
utmoſt of our Powers, to behave our 
ſelves in our ſeveral Stations to the Im- 
ovement of our Fortune; and the 
w, which brought us together, exhorts 
us to the ſame Purpoſe. And alſo as it is 
natural, when we are thus ſettled, to ex- 
pea Children, the Law exhorts us to live 
together in Unity, and to be Partakers of 
one another's Benefits: So Nature, and 
the Law which is directed by it, ordains 
that each ſeverally ſnould regard the Bu- 
ſineſs that is appointed for them. From 
whenceit appears, that it is more conve- 
nient for a Woman to be at home and mind 
her domeſtick Affairs, than to gad a- 
broad; and it is as ſnameful for a Man to 
at home idling, when his Buſineſs re- 
quires him to be abroad: If any Man 
acts in a different Capacity from that he 
is born to, he breaks thro' the Decrees 
of Nature; and will certainly meet his 
Puniſhment, either becauſe he neglects 
the Buſineſs which is appointed for him, 
or becauſe he invades the Property of 
another. I think that the Miſtreſs Bee 
is an excellent Example for the Wife. 
And what is the Buſineſs of the Miſtreſs 


Bee, ſays the Wife of 1/thomachns, that 
I may 
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| may follow the Example of That which 
you ſo much recommend to me, for it 
ſeems you have not yet fully explain'd 
it? The Miſtreſs Bee, reply. I/choma- 
chus, keeps always in the Hive, taking 
Care that all the Bees, which arein the 
Hive with her, are duely employ'd in 
their ſeveralOccupations,and thoſe whoſe 
Buſineſs lies abroad, ſhe ſends out to 
their ſeveral Works, Theſe Bees, when 
they bring home their Burthen, ſhe re- 
ceives, and appoints them to lay up their 
Harveſt, till there is occaſion to uſe it, 
and in a r Seaſon diſpenſes it a- 
mong thoſe of her Colony, according 
to their ſeveral Offices; the Bees who 
ſtay at home, ſhe employs in diſpoſing 
and ordering the Combs, with a Neat- 
neſs and Regularity becoming the niceſt 
Obſervation and greateſt Prudence; ſhe 
takes Care likewiſe of the young Bees 
that they are well nouriſh'd, and educate 

to the Buſineſs that belongs to em, and 
when they are come to ſuch Perfection 
that they are able to go abroad and work 
for their Living, ſhe ſends them forth 
under the Direction of a proper Leader, 
And is this my Buſineſs, dear Iſehoma- 
cus, ſaid his Wife? This Example, good 
Wife, reply'd 1/chamachus, is what 1 
give you as a Leſſon worthy your Pra- 
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Rice; your Caſe requires your Preſence 
at home, to ſend abroad the Servants 
whoſe Buſineſs lies abroad, and to di. 
rect thoſe whoſe Buſineſs is in the Houſe, 
You muſt receive the Goods that are 
brought into the Houſe, and diſtribute 
ſuch a Part of them as you think ne. 
ceſſary for the Uſe of the Family, and 
ſee that the reſt be laid up 'till there be 
Occaſion for it ; and eſpecially avoid the 
Extravagance of uſing That in a Month 
which is appointed for twelve Months 
Service. When the Wool is brought 
home, obſerve that it be carded and {pun 
for Weaving into Cloth; and particu- 
larly take Care that the Corn, which is 
brought in, be not laid up in ſuch a Man- 
ner that it grow muſty and unfit for 
Uſe. But above all, that which will gain 
you the greateſt Love and Affection 
from your Servants, 1s to help them 
when they are viſited with Sickneſs, and 
that to the utmoſt of your Power. Upon 
which his Wife readily anſwer'd, That 
is ſurely an Act of Charity, and becom- 
ing every Miſtreſs of good Nature; 
for, I ſuppoſe, we cannot oblige People 
more than to help them when they are 
fick ; this will ſurely engage the Love of 
our Servants to us, and make them 
doubly diligent upon every _ 
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This Anſwer, Socrates, ſaid Iſchomac bus, 
was to me an Argument of a good and 
honeſt Wife; and I reply'd to her, that 
by reaſon of the good Care and Ten- 
derneſs of the Miſtreſs Bee, all the reſt 
of the Hive are ſo affectionate to her, 
that whenever ſhe is diſpos'd to go a- 
broad, the whole Colony belonging to 
her, accompany, and attend upon her. 
To this the Wife reply'd, Dear I/ 
chomachus, tell me ſincerely, is not the 
Buſineſs of the Miſtreſs Bee, you tell 
me of, rather what you ought to do 
than * ſelf, or have you not a Share 
in it? For my keeping at home and di- 
reting my Servants, will be of little 
Account; unleſs you ſend home ſuchPro- 
viſions as are neceſſary to employ us. 
And my Providence, (anſwered Iſcho- 
machus) would be of little Uſe, unleſs 
there is one at home who 1s ready to 
receive and take care of thoſe Goods 
that I ſend in. Have you not obſerv'd, 
ſaid /chomachus, what Pity People ſhew 
to thoſe who are puniſh'd by pouring 
Water into Sieves 'till they are full ? 
the Occaſion of Pity is, becauſe thoſe 
People labour in vain. I eſteem theſe 
People, ſaid the Wife of 1/thomachus, 
to be truly miſerable, who haye no Be- 
nefit from their Labours, Suppoſe, dear 
E 2 Wif 
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Wife, reply'd I/chomachns, you take 
into your Service one who can neither 
card nor ſpin, and you teach her to do 
thoſe Works, will it not be an Honour 
to you? Or if you take a Servant which 
— 12 or does not underſtand how 
to do her Buſineſs, or has been ſubject 
to pilfering, and you make her diligent, 
and inſtruct her in the Manners of 4 
good Servant, and teach her Honeſty, 
will not you rejoice in your Succeſs? and 
will you not be pleas'd with your Action? 
So again, when you ſee your Servants 
ſober and diſcreet, you ſhould encou- 
rage them and ſhew them Favour ; but 
as for thoſe who are incorrigible and 
will not follow, your Directions, or prove 
Larcinaries, you muſt puniſh them. Con- 
ſider, how laudible it will be for you to 
excel others in the well ordering your 
Houſe; be therefore diligent, virtuous, 
and modeſt, and give your neceſlary 
Attendance on me, your Children, and 
our Houſe, and your Name ſhall be 
onourably eſteem'd, even after your 
Death; for 'tis not the Beauty of your 
Face and Shape, but your Virtue and 
Goodneſs which will bring you Honour 
and Eſteem, which will laſt for ever. 
After this Manner, good Socrates, cried 
Tſchomachus, 1 firſt diſcours'd with my 
Wife 
* 
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Wife concerning her Duty and Care of 
my Houſe. And did you perceive, ſaid 
Sicrates, that ſhe improved by what you 
taught her? Yes, reply'd 1/chomachus, 
ſhe was as extreamly diligent to learn and 

actiſe what was under her Care, as one 
of her tender Years could be, who knew 
nothing of her Duty before. Once I ſaw 
her under a great Concern, becauſe ſhe 
could not readily find a Parcel which I 
had brought home; but when I perceiv'd 
her grieved, I bid her take no further 
Thought about it, for it was Time e- 
nough to grieve when we wanted a 
Thing which we could not purchaſe, 
but this was not our Caſe; and even tho 
what I ask'd for was then out of the 
way, it was not her Fault, becauſe I had 
not yet appointed proper Places or Re- 

ſitories for the ſeveral Things that be- 
ong'd to the Houſe; but that I would 
take Care to do it that ſhe might put 
every thing in proper Order, allotting 
to every particular TT hing its Place, where 
it might be found when there was Oc- 
caſion for it. There is nothing, dear 
Wife, ſaid Iſchomachus, which is more 
commendable or profitable to Mankind, 
_ to preſerve good Order in every 
thing. 
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In Comedies and other Plays, where 
many People are required to act their 
Parts, if the Actors ſhould raſhly do or 
ſay whatever their Fancy led them to, 
there muſt of neceſlity be ſuch Confu- 
ſion as would diſguſt the Audience; 
but when every Perſon has his Part per- 
fect, and the * are regularly per- 
form'd, tis that Order which makes the 
Play agreeable and pleaſing to the Be- 
holders. 

So likewiſe, good Wife, an Army, 
when it is once in Diſorder, is under 
the greateſt Confuſion and Conſterna- 
tion, if the Enemy is at hand; for the 
Enemy has little to do to Overcome 
them; their own Hurry and Confuſion 
will contribute more to their Overthrow 
than the Attacks of the Adverſary : Here 
ou may 1magine Waggons, Footmen, 

orſemen, Chariots, Elephants and Bag- 
gage, all intermixt and crowded toge- 
ther; obſtructing and hindering one ano- 
ther; if one runs, he is ſtop'd by him 
that would ſtand the Battle; and he that 
ſtands, is joſtled by every Meſſenger that 
aſſes him; the Chariots over-run the 
en of Arms; and the Elephants and 
Horſemen, which in their proper Places 
would be uſeful, are intermixt among 
the Foot, trampling on them, and in 2 

great 
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cat Meaſure doing them as much 
Miſchief as their Enemies would do: 
And ſuppoſe, while an Army is in this 
Confuſion, they are attack'd by their 
Enemy in good Order, 'what can they 
expect but Deſtruction ? But an Army 
drawn up in good Order, how glorious 
a Sight is it to their Friends, and how 
terrible to their Enemies? how delight- 
ful it is to ſee the Infantry drawn up 
and exerciſing in good Order, or march- 
ing with ſo much Exactneſs and Regulari- 
ty, that the whole Body moves like one 
Man? how agreeable is this to their 
Friends? And to obſerve an Army drawn 
up in a Line of Battle, well-diſciplin'd 
and advancing in good Order, have not 
their Enemies Reaſon to fear them? Or 
what makes a Galley, well-furniſh'd with 
Men, ſo terrible to the Enemp, and ſo plea- 
ſant a Sight to their Friends, but becauſe 
of its ſwift Paſſage upon the Waters? and 
what is the Reaſon that the Men within 
it do not hinder one another, but that 
they ſit in Order, make their Signs in 
Order, lie down in Order, riſe up in 
Order, and handle their Oars in Order? 
As for Confufion and Diſorder, I can 
compare it to nothing better, than if a 
Country Man ſhould put together in 
one Heap, Oats, W heat, Barley and 
E 4 Peaſe, 
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Peaſe, and when he had Occaſion to uſe 
any one of them,he muſt be obligedtopick 
out that Sort Grain by Grain. Where. 
fore, good Wife, by all means avoid 
Confuſionas much as poſſible, and ſtudy 
ood Order in every thing, for it wil 
both pleaſant and profitable to you, 
Every Thing then, as you have Occaſion 
for it, will be ready at hand to uſe as you 
pleaſe, and what I may happen to ask 
for will not be to ſeek; let us therefore 
fix upon ſome proper Place where our 
Stores may be laid up, not only in Se. 
curity, but where they may be ſo dif. 
poſed, that we may, preſently know 
where to look for every particular Thing, 
And when once we have done this in 
the beſt Order we can, then acquaint the 
Steward of it, that when any Thing is 
wanted he may know where to find 
it, or when any Thing is brought 
into the Houſe he may at once judge 
of the proper Place to lay it in. Bythis 
means we ſhall know what we gain and 
what we loſe; and in ſurveying our 
Storehouſes, we ſhall be able to judge 
what is neceſſary to be brought in, and 
what may want repairing, or what wil 
be impair'd by keeping: When we have 
viſited theſe afew times, we ſhall grow 
perfect in the Knowledge of all our 
1 and readily find what we 1 
or. re- 
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I remember, good Socrates, ſaid I 
chomachus, I once went aboard a Phe- _ 
nician Ship, where I obſerved the beſt 
Example of good Order that I ever met 
with: and, eſpecially, it was ſurpriſing to 


obſerve the vaſt Number of Implements, 


which were neceſſary for the Manage- 


ment of ſuch a ſmall Veſlel. 


What Numbers of Oars, Stretchers, 
Ship-hooks, and Spikes were there for 
bringing the Ship in and out of the 
Harbour ? W hat Numbers of Shrowds, 
Cables, Halſers, Ropes, and other Tack- 
ling for the guiding of the Ship? With 
how man Engines of War was it arm'd 
for its Defence? W hat Variety, and what 
Numbers of Arms, for the Men to uſe 
in Time of Battle? What a vaſt Quan- 
tity of Proviſions were there for the 
Suſtenance and Support of the Sailors ? 
and, beſides all theſe, the Loading of the 
Ship was of great Bulk and ſo rich, that 
the very Freight of it would gain e- 
nough to ſatisfy the Captain and his 
People for their Voyage; and all theſe 
were {towed ſo neatly together, that a 
far larger Place would not have contain'd 
them, if they had been removed; here, 


I took Notice, the good Order and Diſpo- - 


ſition of every Thing was ſo ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved, that notwithſtanding the great 
Variety 
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Variety of Materials the Ship contain'd, 
there was not = Thing on Board which 


the Sailors could not find in an Inſtant; 
nor was the Captain himſelf leſs ac- 
quainted with theſe Particulars than his 
Sailors: He was as ready in them, as a 
Man of Learning would be to know 
the Letters that compoſed the Name 
Socrates, and how they ſtand in that 
Name. Nor did he only know the proper 
Places for every Thing on Board his 
Ship; but, while he ſtood upon theDeck, 
he was conſidering with himſelf what 
Things might be wanting in his Voyage, 
what Things wanted Repair, and what 
Length of Time his Proviſions and Ne- 
ceſſaries would laſt: for, as he obſerv'd 
to me, it 1s no proper Time, when a 
Storm comes upon us, to have the neceſ- 
ſary Implements to ſeek, or to be out 
of Repair, or to. want them on Board; 
for the Gods are never favourable to 
thoſe who are negligent or lazy ; and 
tis their Goodneſs that they do not de- 
ſtroy us when we are diligent. When Ihad 
obſerv'd the good Order which was here 
practiſed, I inform'd my Wife of it; at 
the ſame Time admoniſhing her to ob- 
ſerve the great Difficulty there muſt 
needs be to keep up ſuch a regular De- 


corum on Board a Ship, where there * 
uc 
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ſuch numerous Varieties of Materials, 
and ſuch little Space to lay them in; but 
how much eaſier, good Wife, ſaid / 
chomachus, will it be for us, who have 
large and convenient Storehouſes for 
every thing to its Degree, to keep a good 
Decorum andOrder,than for thoſe People 
on Board a Ship, who yet are bound to 
remember where, and how, every Thing 
is diſtributed in the Midit of a Storm 
at Sea? But we have none of theſe Dan- 
gers to diſturb and diſtract our Thoughts 
from the Care of our Buſineſs, theretore 
we ſhould deſerve the greateſt Shame, 
and be inexcuſable, if we were not dilt- 
gent enough to preſerve as good Order 
in our Family as they do on Board their 
Veſſel. But we have already ſaid enough, 
continued Iſchomachus, concerning the 
Neceſſity and Advantage of good Order; 
nor is it leſs agreeable to ſee every Thing 
belonging to the Dreſs, or Wearing-Ap- 
parel, laid carefully up in the Wardrobe ; 
the Things belonging to the Kitchen, 
let them be there; and ſo thoſe belong- 
ing to the Dairy, likewiſe in the Dairy; and 
in a Word, only 'Thing which regards 
any Kind of Office belonging to the 
Houſe, let it be neatly kept and laid up 
in its proper Office. And this is repu- 
table both to the Maſter and Miſtreſs of 
the 
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the Houſe, and no one will ridicule ſuch 
good Management, but thoſe who are 
laugh'd at for their own ill Management, 
This, good Wife, ſaid [/#homachus, you 
my be ſenſible of at an eaſy Rate, with 
little Trouble. Nor will it be difficult 
to find out a Steward, who will ſoon 
learn from you the proper Places or 
Repoſitories for every Thing which be- 
longs to the Houſe; for in the City 
there 1s a thouſand times more Variety 
of Things than ever we ſhall have oc- 
caſion for, and yet if we want any 
Thing, and ſend a Servant to buy it for 
us, he will readily go to the Place where 
it is to be had, from the good Diſpoli- 
tion of Things in the ſeveral Shops 
which are proper for them, and from 
the Remembrance he will have of ob- 
ſerving them in ſuch and ſuch Places: 
There can be no other Reaſon for this, 
than the diſpoſing every Thing in the 
Market or City in its proper Place, as all 
Kinds of Fowls at the Poulterers, al 
Sorts of Fiſh at the Fiſhmongers, and 
the like of other Things which have 
Places determined for them; but if we 
o about to ſeek a Man, who at the 
lame time is ſeeking us, how ſhall we 
find one another, unleſs we have before- 
hand appointed a Meeting-place? Then 
45 
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as for ſetting our Houſhold Goods in 
Order, I ſpoke to her in the following 
Manner. But tell me, good 1{/choma- 
chus, ſaid Socrates, did your Wife un- 
derſtand and practiſe what you taught 
her? She promis'd me, anſwer'd Iſcho- 
machus, both by Words, and by her 
Countenance, that ſhe agreed to what 
[ faid, and was delighted that Method 
and good Order would take off ſo great 
a Share of her Trouble; ſhe rejoiced 
to think ſhe ſhould be deliver'd from the 
perplex'd State ſhe was in before, and 
deſired that I would not delay putting 
my Promiſe in Practice as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, that ſhe might reap the Fruits of 
it, And how did you proceed, good 
Iſchomachus ? ſaid Socrates. I anſwer'd 
her, ſaid I/chomachus, in ſuch a Manner, 
that ſhe might learn firſt what an Houſe 
was properly deſign'd for; that it was 
not ordain'd to be fill'd with curious 
Paintings or Carvings, or ſuch unneceſ- 
ſary Decorations, but that the Houſe 
ſhould be built with due Conſideration, 
and for the Conveniency of the Inha- 
bitants; and as a proper Repoſitory for 
thoſe Neceſſaries which properly belong 
to a Family, and, in ſome meaſure, directs 


us to the proper Places wherein every 
Particular coght to be placed ; the moſt 


pri- 
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privateand >. ah Room 1n the Houſe 
ſeems to demand the Money, Jewels, 
and thoſe other Things that are rich and 
valuable. The dry Places expect the 
Corn, the cooler Parts are the moſt 
convenient for the Wine, and the more 
lightſom and airy Part of the Houſe for 
ſuch Things as require ſuch a Situation, 
I ſhew'd her likewiſe, continued J/ be 
machus, which were the molt convenient 
Places for Parlours and Dining-Rooms, 
that they might. be cool in Summer and 
warm in Winter; and alſo that as the Front 
of the Houſe ſtood to the South, it had 
the Advantage of the Winter's Sun; 
and in the Summer it rejoiced more in 
the Shade, than it could do in any other 
Situation. Then, ſaid {/chomachus, | 
1 the Bed-Chambers, and the 
urſery, and Apartments for the Wo- 
men, divided from the Men's Lodging, 
that no Inconveniency might happen b 
their meeting without our Conſent or 
Approbation; for thoſe who behave them- 
ſelves well, and we allow to come to- 
gether to have Children, they will love 
us the better for it; but thoſe, who thro 
Subtilty will endeavour to gain then 
Ends with any of the Women without 
our Conſent, will be 8 contriving 
and practiſing Ways to our Diſad vantage, 
6 | 10 
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to compaſs or carry on their led Deſigns. 
When we were come thus far, proceeded 
Iſchomachus, we began to ſet our Goods 
in Order; In the firit Place, we aſſorted 
all the Materials belonging to Sacrifices; 
after that, my Wife's Apparel was — — 
to their proper Places, her richeſt Ha- 
bits by themſelves, and thoſe, which 
were in more common Uſe, by them- 
ſelves. Next to theſe, we appointed a 
Wardrobe for the Maſter's Cloaths, one 
Part for his Armour and ſuch Accoutre- 
ments as he uſed in War, and another 
for his Wearing Apparel, to be uſed up- 
on common Occaſions; after theſe, we 
directed Places for the Inſtruments which 
belong to Spinning, and for the Bake- 
houſe, the Kitchen, and the Baths; and 


took Care, in the Appointment of all 


theſe Things, to make a Diviſion between 
thoſe Things which are moit commonly 
3 to be in Uſe, and ſuch as are 
only in Uſe now and then; we likewiſe 
ſeparated thoſe Things which were for 
aMonth's Service from thoſe which were 
to ſerve twelve Months; for by this 
means we might know the better how 
our Stock is employ'd. When we had 
done this, we inſtructed every Servant 
reſpectively where every Thing belong- 
ing to his Office might be found, _ 
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as ſhe ſaw proper Occaſions, and be 
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directed them carefully to obſerve, that 
every Implement under their Care ſhould 
be put into the ſame Place, where they 
took it from, when they had done uſing 
it; and as for ſuch Things as are but 
ſeldom 4 apy to be uſed, either up- 
on Feſtivals, or upon the Reception of 
Strangers; thoſe we deliver'd into the 
Care of adiſcreet W oman, whom we in- 
ſtructed in her Province; and when we 


bad made an Account with her of the 


Goods delivered into her Care, and 
taken it in Writing, we directed her to 
deliver them out to thoſe under her, 


careful to remember who were the Per- 


ſons to which ſhe deliver'd every Parti- 


cular ; and that upon receiving again the 
Things which ſhe had delivered out, 
they ſhould be every one laid up in 
their proper Place. In the next Place 


we choſe a diſcreet, ſober, and judicious 


Woman to be ourStore-keeper or Houſe- 
keeper, one who had a good Memory, 
and was diligent enough to avoid Faults, 
ſtudying our Pleaſure and Satisfaction in 
all her Buſineſs, and endeavouring to 
gain our Eſteem, which we always lig- 
nify'd by Preſents, by which Means we 
2 her Love and Friendſhip for us; 
o that, whenever we had Occaſion to 
rejoice, 
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rejoice, we made her Partaker of our 

irth; or if any Accident happen'd 
which brought Sorrow with it, we made 
her acquainted with that likewiſe, and 
conſulted her in it; this made her bend 
her Mind to the Advancement of our 
Fortunes. We inſtructed her to ſhew 
more Eſteem for thoſe Servants in the 
Houſe who ſhe found were deſerving 
of Favour, than the others who neg- 
lected their Duty; for we took Care to 
obſerve to her, that thoſe who did well 
were worthy Reward in the World, 
while thoſe, who were deceitful and 
evil-minded, were rejected of the Peo- 
ple. And then, good Socrates, ſaid I 
chomachus, 1 let my Wife know that all 
this would be of little Effect, unleſs ſhe 
was careful to obſerve that every Thing 
was preſerv'd in the good Order we 
had placed it; for in Cities, and other 
Governments that are well order'd, it 
is not enough to make good Laws for 
their Conduct, unleſs there are proper 
Officers appointed to ſee them put in 
Execution, either to reward thoſe who 
deſerve well, or puniſh the MalefaGors. 
This, dear Wife, I chiefly recommend 
to you, continued Iſchomachus, that you 
may look upon your ſelf as the principal 
Overſeer of the Go within our 2 
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and linform'd her alſo, that it was with. 
in her Juriſdiction to overlook, at her 
own Pleaſure, 2 thing belonging to 
the Houſe, as a Governor of a Garri- 
ſon inſpects into the Condition of his 
Soldiers, or as the Senate of Athens re- 
view the Men of Arms, and the Con. 
dition of their Horſes; that ſhe had x; 

reat Power as a Queen in her own 

ouſe, to diſtribute Rewards to the 
Virtuous and Diligent, and puniſh thoſe 
Servants who delerv'd it. But I further 
deſired her, not to be diſpleas'd, if | 
entruſted her with more Things, and 
more Buſineſs, than I had done any of 
our Servants; telling her at the ſame 
Time, that ſuch as were Covenant-Se:. 
vants have no more Goods under their 
Care, and Truſt, than are delivered to 
them for the Uſe of the Family; and 
none of thoſe Goods may be employ'd 
to their own Uſe, without the Maſter's 
or Miſtreſs's Conſent: for whoever is 
Maſter or Miſtreſs of the Houſe, has 
the Rule of all that is within it, and 
has the Power of uſing any Thing at 
their Pleaſure ; ſo that thoſe who have 
the moſt Profit by Goods, have the 
molt Loſs by them, if they periſh or 
are deſtroy' d. So it is therefore the 


Intereſt of them that have Poſſeſſions, 
to 
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to be diligent in the Preſervation of 


them. Then, ſaid Socrates, tell me, 


good 1/thomachus, how did your Wife 
receive this Leſſon? My Wife, reply'd 
Iſthomachus, receiv'd it like a Woman 
ready to learn and practiſe what might 
be for the Honour and Welfare of us 
Both, and ſeem'd to rejoice at the In- 
ſtructions I gave her. It would have 
been a great Grief to me, ſaid ſhe; if 
inſtead of thoſe good Rules you inſtruct 
me in, for the Welfare of our Houſe; 
you had directed me to have no Regard 
to the Poſſeſſions I am endow'd with; 
for as it is natural for a good Woman 
to be careful and diligent about her own 
Children, rather than have a Diſregard 
for them; ſo it is no leſs agreeable and 
pleaſant to a Woman, who has any Share 
of Senſe, to look after the Affairs of 
her Family, rather than negle& them. 
When 1 heard; continued Socrater, 
the Anſwer which the Wife of 1/cho- 
machus gave him, I could not help ad- 
miring her Wiſdom: But I ſhall tell you 
yet much more of her good Under- 
ſtanding, ſaid Iſchomachus; there was 
not one Thing I recommended to her 
but ſhe was as ready to practiſe it, as 


was willing ſhe ſhould go about it. Go 


on, I pray you, good 1/chomachus, ſaid 
; F 2 So- 
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Socrates, for it is far more delightful 
to hear the Virtues of a good Woman 
deſcrib'd, than if the famous Painter 
Zeuxis was to ſhew me the Portraict of 
the faireſt Woman in the World. Then, 
continued 1/chomachus, I remember, on 
a particular Day, ſhe had painted her 
Face with a certain Co/mertick, at- 
tempting to make her Skin look fairer 
than it was; and with another Mixture 
had endeavour'd to increaſe the natural 
Bloom of her Cheeks ; and alſo had put 
on higher Shoes than ordinary, to make 
her look taller than ſhe naturally was, 
When! perceiv'd this, ſaid [/chomachur, 
I ſaluted her in the following Manner. 
Tell me, good Wite, which would make 


me the moſt 1 in your Eyes, 
y 


to deal ſincerel you in — 
into your Poſſe ſſion thoſe Things whic 
are really my own, without making 
more of my Eftate than it is; or for 
me to deceive you, by producing a 
thouſand Falſities which have nothing in 
them? giving you Chains of Braſs in- 
ſtead of Gold, falle Jewels, falſe Money, 
and falſe Purple inſtead of that which 
is true and genuine. To which ſhe pre- 
ſently reply'd, May the Gods forbid that 
you ſhould be ſuch a Man; for ſhould 


you harbour ſuch Deceit in your Heart, 
I ſhould 
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| ſhould never love you. I will tell you 
then, dear Wife, reply'd Iſchomachus, 
we are come together to love one ano- 
ther, and to delight in each other's Per- 
fections; do you think I ſhould be the 
more agreeable to you in my Perſon, 
or ſhould you love me the better, if I 
was to put a falſe Luſtre upon my ſelf, 
that Imight appear beiter- complection d, 
more fair in Body, or more manly than 
what Nature has made me, or that I 
ſhould paint and anoint my Face, when 
you receive me to your Arms, and give 
ou this Deceit inſtead of my natural 
Perſon? ourely, dear [/chomachus, re- 
ply'd his Wife, your own Perſon, in its 
natural Perfections, is preferable to all 
the Paints and Ointments you can uſe 
to ſet it oft; nor can all the Art you 
might uſe be comparable to your natu- 
ral Appearance. Believe then, good 
Wife, ſaid I/cehomachuy, that I have the 
lame Abhorrence of falſe Luſtre that 
you have: Can there be any Thing more 
compleat in Nature than your ſelf, er 
would there be any thing leſs engag- 


ing to me than that you ſhould uſe any 


eans to hide or deſtroy thoſe Perfecti- 
ons in you which I ſo much admire * 
The God of Nature has appointed Beau- 
ties in all as well in the Field 
3 as 
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as among the human Race ; the 2 
ficence of the Male to be admired by 
the Female, and the tender and curious 
Texture of the Female to be admired 
by the Male. Tis natural for the Crea- 
tures in the Field to diſtinguiſh one a- 
nother by the Purity of their Beauties; 
there is no Deceit, there is no Corrup- 
tion: So the Men always admire that 
Body which is moſt pure, or the leaſt 
deform'd by Art. Such Wiles and De- 
ceits may, perhaps, deceive Strangers, 
becauſe they will not have Opportuni- 
ties of diſcoyering and laughing at them; 
but if ſuch Things ſhould be practiſed 
hetween thoſe who are daily converſant 
with one another, how ſoon will the 
{mpotition be diſcover'd? how ſoon will 
they beridiculed? For theſe Deceits ap- 
pear at the riſing ou! of Bed, and from that 
ime, till the Pertons have had Oppor- 
tunity of renewing them ; as wellas when 
they ſweat, when they ſhed Tears, when 
they waſh, and when they bath them- 
ſelves. Rs? 

What Anſwer, good Iſchomachus, 
ſaid Socrates, did your Wife give you 
to this Lecture? The beſt that could be, 
reply'd 1/chomachus, for ſhe has never 
ſince attempted any of theſe falſe Gloſſes, 
but has conſtantly appear'd in her — 
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tural Beauties, and repeated her Solli- 

citations to me to inſtruct her, if there 
was any natural Means of aſſiſting them. 
[ then directed her that ſhe ſhould not 
fit tos much, but exerciſe her ſelf about 
the Houſe as a Miſtreſs, to examine how 
her ſeveral Works went forward; ſome- 
times to go among the Spinners or W ea- 
vers, to ſee that they did their Duty, 
and to inſtruct thoſe who were igno- 
rant, and encourage the moſt deſerving 
among them; ſometimes to look into 
the Bake-houſe, to ſee the Neatneſs 
and Order of the Woman that looks 
after it; and ſometimes viſit her Houſe- 
keeper, to account with her for the Yarn, 
or other Commodities, that are brought 
in to her Charge. And now and then 
to take a Turn about her Houſe, to ſee 
that every Thing is diſpoſed in its pro- 
per Place: This Method, I ſuppoſed, 
ſaid /chomachus, would be a Means of 
giving her an healthful Exerciſe, and at 
the ſame Time of leading her to that 
Buſineſs which would be for her Ad- 
vantage, in benefiting our Fortune. I 
alſo told her the Exerciſe of Bolting, 


Baking, and looking after the Furniture 
of her Houſe, to bruſh it and keep it 
clean, when ſhe wanted ſomething to 
do, would be commendable. and he“ 
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to employ her; for Irecommended Ex- 
erciſe to her as a great Benefit: for Ex- 
erciſe, ſaid I/chomachus, will create you 
an Appetite to your Meat, and by that 
Means you will be more healthful, and 
add, if poſſible, to the Bloom of your 
Beauty: And alſo the clean Appearance 
of the Miſtreſs among the Servants, 
and her Readineſs to ſet her Hand to 
Work, will encourage them to follow 
her Example; for a good Example does 
more than all the Compulſion that can 
be uſed. Thoſe, who ſtudy nothing but 
their Dreſs, may indeed be eſteem d by 
thoſe who underſtand nothing elſe ; but 
the outſide Appearance is deceitful, 
And now, good Socrates, I have a Wife 
who lives up to the Rules given her. 
Then, ſaid Socrates, good 1/chomachus, 
you have fully ſatisfy d me concerning 
the Duty of aWife, as well as of your 
Wife's good Behaviour, and your own 
Management. I beg now you will ac- 
quaint me, good Iſc homac hus, continued 
Jocrates, what Method it is that you have 
taken on your Part towards the Ma- 
nagement of your Fortune, and eſpe- 
cially what it is that has gain d you the 
Character of a good and honeſt Man, 
that when J have heard what you have 
done, I may give my Thanks according 
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to your Deſerts. I ſhall be glad, reply d 
Iſchomachus, to ſatisfy you in any thing 
within my Power, provided you will 
correct my Errors, it I am guilty of any. 
But, anſwer'd Socrates, how can Icorrect 
you, when you are already poſſeſt of the 
Character of a good and honeſt Man? 
and eſpecially when I am the Man who 
is taken for the greateſt Trifler, and 
who _— himſelf in nothing but 
meaſuring the Air; or, which is a far 
worſe Character, that I am a poor Man, 
which is a Token of the greateſt Folly. 
This indeed might have been a Trouble 
to me, if I had not met the other Day 
an Horſe belonging to Nzc:as, with a 
Croud of People about him, and ad- 
miring his good Qualities, and talking 
Abundance in Praiſe of his Strength 
and Spirit; this made me ask the Que- 
ſtion of the Maſter of the Horſe, whe- 
ther his Horſe was very rich; but he 
ſtared upon me, andlaugh'd at me, as if 
I had been a Mad-man; and only gave 
me this ſhort Anſwer; How ſhould a 
Horſe have any Money? When l heard 
this I went my Way contented, that it 
was lawfu] for a poor Horſe to be good 
on the Account only of his free Heart 
and generous Spirit; and therefore I 
conclude, it is likewiſe poſſible for a 

poor 
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poor Man to be good; for which Rea. 
ſon, I beſeech you, good 1/chomachus, 
tell me your Manner of Living, that ] 
may endeavour to learn it, and model 
my Life after your Example; for that 
may well be called a good Day, when a 
Man begins to grow good and virtu- 
ous. Good Socrates, ou ſeem toban- 
ter me, ſaid 1/thomachus; however ! 
will tell you, as well as I can, the whole 
Method of my Living, which I deſign 
conſtantly to follow 'till the Day of my 
Death. I perceiv'd, that except a Man 
knew well what was neceſlary to be 
done, and diligently apply'd himſelf to 
put his Knowledge in Practice, the 
Gods would not ſuffer him to proſper. 
And I alſo obſerv'd, that thoſe who act 
with Wiſdom and Diligence, the Gods 
reward them with Riches; therefore 
firſt of all I paid my Adoration to the 
Gods, and implor'd their Aſſiſtance in 
all that I had to do, that they would 
be pleafed to give me Health, Strength 
of Body, Honour in my City, Good 
Will of my Friends, Safety in the Day 
of Battle, and that I might return Home 
with an Encreaſe of Riches and Ho- 
nour. When [heard That, ſaid Sorrates, 
I ask'd him, Are Riches then ſo much 
worthy your Eſteem, good [/chomachnus? 

Seeing 
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Seeing that the more Riches you have, 
the more Care and Trouble you have 
to order and preſerve them. Then I 
chomachus reply'd, I have no ſmall Care 
to provide me with Riches, for I have 
great Pleaſure in ſerving the Gods ho- 
nourably with rich Sacrifices; and alſo 
to ſerve my Friends, if they happen to 
want; and likewiſe to help the City in 
Time of Danger or Diſtreſs. Truly, 
what you fay, good 1/chomachnus, ſai 
Socrates, is honourable and becoming a 
Man of Power and Subſtance: To which 
Iſthomachus anſwer'd, theſe are my 
Reaſons, good Socrates, why J think 
Riches worth my Labour; for there are 
ſome Degrees of Men who cannot ſub- 
fiſt without the Help of Others, and 
there are alſo Some who think them- 
elves rich enough, if they can get what 
is barely neceſſary for their Support. 
But thoſe who order their Houſes and 
Eſtates with ſach Diſcretion and good 
Judgment, that they advance their For- 
tunes and increaſe their Riches ; and by 
that Means become ſerviceable and ho- 
nourable to the City, and are capable 
of ſerving their Friends; Why ſhould 
not ſuch Men be eſteem'd Wiſe and 
Generous, and deſerve Power ? You 
are in the Right, reply'd Socrates, there 
I are 
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are many of us that may well reſpe& 
ſuch Men; but I pray you, good T1/chs. 
machus, go on to relate what Method 
you take to ſupport your Health and 
Strength of Body, and what Means you 
uſe to return home honourably from 
the War: And as for the ordering and 
encreaſing of the Eſtate, we may hear 
that by and by. I think, ſaid 1/choma- 
chus, theſe Things are ſo chained toge- 
ther, that they cannot well be ſeparated; 
for when a Man has a ſufficient Store 
of Meat and Drink, and uſes a conve- 
nient Share of Exerciſe, his Body muſt 
of Neceſlity be healthful and ſtrong ; and 
ſuch a Body, when it is well exerciſed 
in the Affairs of War, is moſt likely to 
return home from Battle with Honour, 
And he, who is diligent and induſtrious 
in his Buſineſs, muſt as ſurely improve 
his Eſtate. Good 1/thomachus, ſaid 90. 
crates, all that you have yet ſaid ] grant to 
be good, that he who uſes Diligence and 
Exerciſe will encreaſe his Fortune. But 
tell me, I beſeech you, what Exerciſe do 
you take to maintain your good Comple- 
ction, and to get Strength, and how do 
you exerciſe your ſelf to be expert in War, 
and what Methods do you follow to 
encreaſe your Eſtate, that enables you 
to help your Friends, and aſſiſt the City 

in 
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in Honour and Strength. Theſe Things 
deſire to learn. To tell you freely, 
ood Socrates, ſaid Iſehomachus, I riſe 

A early in the Morning, that if I have 
any one to ſpeak with in the City I am 
ſure to find him at home, or if I have 
any other Buſineſs to do in the City, 
[doitin 1 's Walk; but when 
[ have no Matter of Importance in the 
City, my Page leads my Horſe into the 
Fields, and I walk thither, for I eſteem 
the Walk into the free Air of the Coun- 
try to be more healthful than to walk 
in the Galleries or Piazzas of the City ; 
and when I arrive at my Ground where 
my Workmen are planting Trees, til- 
ling the Ground, or ſowing, or carrying 
in of the Fruits, I obſerve how every 
Thing is perform'd, and ſtudy whether 
any of theſe Works may be mended or 
improved; and when I have diverted 
my ſelf enough at my Villa, I mount 
my Horſe, and make him perform the 
Exerciſe of the Academy, ſuch as is 
ſerviceable in War; and then ride him 
through all the difficult Paths, Waters, 
through "Trenches, and over Hedges, 
to make him acquainted with thoſe 
Difficulties as much as poſſible, with- 
out hurting him; and when I havedone 
this, my Page takes my Horſe, _ 
"Y 


the good Effect of this Exerciſe is ap- 
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leads him trotting home, and take; 
along with him, to my Houſe, ſuch 
Things out of the Country as are wanted, 
and walk home my ſelf; then I wah 
my Hands, and go to ſuch a Dinner x 
1s prepared for me, eating moderately, 
and never to Exceſs, or too ſparingly, 
Good I/chomachus, ſaid Socrates, you 
do your Bulineſs very pleaſantly ; and 
your Contrivance is excellent, 1n per- 
forming ſo many good Things at one 
Time, as encreaſe your Health, your 
Strength, your Exerciſe in War, your 
Study for the Increaſe of your Eſtate; 
all theſe to be done under one Exerciſe 
is a great Token of your Wiſdom; and 


parent enough to all that know, that 
you are healthful and ſtrong, and every 
one allows you to be the beſt Horſe 
man in this Country, and one of the 
richeſt Men in the City. Alas, good 
Socrates, anſwer'd I/chomachus, and 
yet, tho' I believe this to be true, I cat- 
not eſcape Detraction. You thought, 
oing to ſay, that it ws 


perhaps, I was 
Uh hich gave me the Name 


theſe Things w 
of an honeſt and good Man. It ws 


my Thought, ſaid Socrates, but I have 
a Mind to ask you, how you guard « 
ainſt Detractors, and whether en 

peak in your own Cauſe, or in fuc 
| Cauſes 
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Cauſes as relate to your Friends. Do 
ou believe, anſwer d 1/chomachus, that 
do not ſufficiently do my Part againſt 
my Detractors, if I defend my ſelf by 
my good Deeds, in doing no Wrong, 
and acting as much as I can for many 
Men's Good? or do you not think [ 
am in the Right if I accuſe Men who 
are Miſchievous, and do Injuſtice in 
private Caſes, and to the City? I pray 
you, explain your ſelf, ſaid Socrates, I 
mult tell you, ſaid»[/chomachnus, I am 
_—_ exerciſing my ſelf in Rhetorick 
and Eloquence, and in the Practice of 
Juſtice; for if I hear one of my Ser- 
vants complain of another, or juſtify 
his own Cauſe, I always endeavour to 
lettle the Truth between them; or if I 
diſcover any Diſpute among my Friends 
or Acquaintance, I endeavour to make 
it up, and recover their Friendſhipjfor 
one another, by ſhewing them the Hap- 
ineſs and Profit of Friendſhip, ard the 

{traction and Inquietude which attend 
thoſe who are at Variance with one a- 
nother. I praiſe and defend thoſe who 
are accuſed wrongfully, or are _ 
without a Cauſe ; and before the Lords 
of our Government I accuſe them who 
arepromoted unworthily ; I praiſe them 
Who ſet about their Buſineſs with —_ 

an 


caſion for That, reply'd 1/chomachus,a; 


there is no reforming her. To this ce. 


mac hus, for | amdetermin'd to {tay here 


Yo The SCiENCs of 


and Deliberation, and blame ſuch who 
go raſhly about their Work. But Iam 
now brought to this Dilemma, whether 
I am to bear with Faults, or puniſh them, 
W hat is your Meaning in that, ſaid $4. 
crates, and who is the Perſon you mean? 
It is my Wife, ſaid 1/thomachus, In 
what Manner then are your Diſputes? 
ſaid Socrates. We have very little Oc. 


et; nor have we more Words in our 

iſputes then, Such a Thing is not done 
ſo carefully as it might have been; and 
that we may learn by a falſe Step how 
to guide our ſelves for the future; but 
if ſhe ſhould be unfortunate enough to 
give her Mind to Lying and Deceit, 


crates anſwer d, If ſhe ſhould at any 
Time tell you a Lye, you will hardly 
inſiſt upon the Truth of the Matter, 
But, perhaps, good 1/chomachns, I de- 
tain you from your Buſineſs, and ! 
would by no means hinder a Man of 
your Capacity and Underſtanding from 
proceeding in your Affairs. You are 
no Hindrance to me, anſwered 1/chv- 


till the Court is up. This gives me a- 
nother Token of your Juſtice, ſaid & 
crates, it is an Inſtance of your Circum- 
ſpection, 
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ſpection, and Regard to maintain the 
noble Character the World has given 
you, of being a good and honeſt Man; 
for notwithſtanding the many Employ- 
ments you ere engage your ſelf in, 
and the delightful Method you take in 
the Exerciſe of them, yet becauſe of 
your Promiſe to theſe Strangers, to wait 
for them in this Place, you chuſe to 
neglect your own Buſineſs and Pleaſure 
rather than prove worſe than your W ord, 
As for the Buſineſs you ſpeak of, ſaid 
Iſchomac hus, I have taken Care that no- 
thing ſnall be neglected, and my greateſt 
Pleaſure is in being punctual with thoſe 
that I appoint ; for in my Farm I have 
my Bayliff or Steward of Husbandry, 
and Deputies who take Care of my Bu- 
ſineſs. Since we are fallen into this 
Diſcourſe, pray tell me, good Iſchoma- 
thus, ſaid Socrates, when you have Oc- 
calion for a good Baylift or Steward 
for your Country Affairs, do you uſe 
the ſame Method as if you wanted a 
good Builder, to enquire after one who 
is beſt skill'd in the Science? or do you 
teach and inſtruct thoſe you hire into 
your Service, in the Buſineſs you want 
to employ them in? Good Socrates, 
nſwer d Iſchomac hus, 1 endeavour to 
teach them my ſelf; for he, whom in- 

| G ſtruct 
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ſtruct in the Management of my Affain 
when I am abſent, will know = better 
how to carry on my Works agreeahl; 
to my Liking; rather than if I was tg 
employ one who already had a Pretency 
to Knowledge of the Buſineſs I wanted 
him for: As I gueſs I have Experience 
enough to ſet Men to Work, and 10 
dire& them bow they ſhall go about 
their Buſineſs, I therefore ſuppoſe I an 
able to teach a Man what I can do ny 
felf, Then, ſurely, your Bayliff in Huf 
bandry, reply'd Secrates, mult be 4. 
ways ready and willing to ſerve you; 
for without he has a Love for you, be 
will never uſe the utmoſt of his Dil. 
gence for the Advancement of your A. 
airs, tho' he be never ſo expert in his 
Buſineſs. You ſay right, anſwer d / 
chomachus; but the firſt of my Ende 
vours is to gain his Love and Affection 
to me and my Family, by which means 
he has a Regard to my Welfare, And i 
what Method do you take, good Ic. 
machus, ſaid Socrates, to bring the Man 
to love and reſpect you and your F 
mily? Is it by the Benefit you do him, 
by learning him a profitable Buſinels: 
I don't ſuppaſe That, ſaid Iſchomac bus 
but whenever the Gods are favourable 
to meinthe Adyancement of myF * 
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[ always reward my Steward. So I ſup- 
r, faid Socrates, that you mean 70 
this, that ſuch People as you aſſiſt wit 
Money or Goods will bear you the beſt 
Service and Reſpect. Ves, certainly, 
ſaid Iſchomachus, for there are no In- 
ſtruments in the World ſo engaging, or 
that will prevail ſo much over Mankind, 
2s Money or Profit. But is it ſufficient 
for him to love you? reply'd Socrates : 
for we have Inſtances enough that Men 
love themſelves before all others; and 
we have alſo ſome Examples of thoſe 
who are Lovers of themſelves, and yet 
are ſo negligent to their own Profit, 
that they never reap thoſe Things they 
wiſh for. Iſchomachus anſwer'd, But, 


good Socrates, before I chuſe Them a- 


mong my Servants that I have brought 
to love me, to dignify with the Places 
of Stewards or Deputies, I teach them 
the good Conſequence of Diligence and 
Induſtry. Is it poſſible you can do That? 
laid Socrates; for in my Opinion we 
can hardly bring Men to do another 
Man's Buſineſs as punctually as he might 
doit himſelf, That I allow, ſaid 1/choma- 
cbus; I mean, that we can never inſtrutt 
a Man to uſe the ſame Diligence for a- 
nother that he would do for himſelf. 
But, reply'd Socrates, who are thoſe 
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then whom youthink worthy of Employ. 


ment, or of receiving your Inſtructions: 


To this 1/chomachus anſwer d, Thoſe in 
the firſt Place who cannot avoid Drunk. 
enneſs are excluded from this Care, for 
Drunkenneſs drowns the Memory, and 
is the Occaſion of Forgetfulneſs. And 
is this the only Vice, ſaid Socrates, 
which is the Occaſion of Negligence? 
No, reply'd Iſebomac hus, for thoſe, who 
indulge themſelves in Sleep, are uncapa- 
ble of ſuch Employments. And are 
there any more, ſaid Socrates, whoſe 
Vices make them unfit for your Service? 
Yes, anſwer'd Iſchomachus, for I am 

erſuaded thoſe who are addicted to the 

leſh, bend their Minds ſo much to 
that Thought, that they neglect all o- 
ther Buſineſs; for their whole Hope and 
Study is upon thoſe they love, and if 
one was to order them to Buſineſs, it 
would be the greateſt Puniſhment that 
could be inflicted on them ; for there 
can be no greater Pain laid upon any 
Creatures in Nature, than to prevent 
them from the Object of their Deſires: 
for theſe Reaſons, when J find People 
engaged in ſuch Affairs, I ſer them aſide, 
and never take the Pains to inſtruct them 
in the Matters that relate to my Eſtate. 


But what ſay you, ſaid d ocrates, of * 
who 
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who have a provident Thought, and are 
ſaving on their ow/ꝗn Account; do you be- 
lieve theſe would not be diligent in 
the Management of your Eſtate ? Theſe, 
reply'd 1/chomachus, I chuſe to employ 
before all others; for they are ſooner 
brought to be diligent than thoſe who 
have 2 Sentiments, and beſides 
it is eaſy to ſnew them the Profit of Di- 
ligence; and if ſuch a Man happens to 
come in my Way, I commend him and 
reward him. But how do you treat 
thoſe Servants, ſaid Socrates, who are 
ready to obey you. in all your Com- 
mands, and are diligent at your Word, 
and have a moderate Share of good Or- 
der in the Management of themſelves ? 
Theſe, ſaid Z/chomachus, I have a great 
Regard for; for I carefully reward thoſe 
who are diligent, and lay as many 
ns as I can upon thoſe who are 
idle and careleſs. But tell me, dear 
Iſchomachus, ſaid Socrates, Is it poſſible 
to reform a Man who is naturally negli- 
gent? No more, anſwer'd 1/chomachus, 
than it would be for a Man who is 1g- 
norant in Muſick, to teach and inſtru 
another Man in that Science; for it is 
impoſſible to make a good Scholar, if 
the Maſter does not know his Buſineſs; 
and by the ſame Rule no Servant will 
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be diligent when his Maſter ſets him the 
Example of Neglect. I have heard often 
enough, that bad Maſters make bad Ser- 
vants; and Ihave often ſeen, a ſmall Re. 
proof to a Servant has put him or her 
upon their Duty. However, the beſt 
Way to make a good Servant, is for 
the Maſter to ſet him a good Exam- 
ple of Induſtry, and be careful and 
watchful to overſee and regard, that 
every one about him is diligeit in their 
reſpective Office, and reward thoſe who 
are deſerving, and puniſh the negligent, 
The King of Perf once ſpoke much 
to the Purpoſe in a Caſe of this Nature. 
When he was riding upon a fine Horſe, 
one of the Company ask'd him what 
made his Horſe ſo fat; his Reply was, 
The Eye of his Maſter ; and we have 
many beſide, good Socrates, who think 
that every Thing whatever is improved 
by the ſame Regard of the Maſter. Bur, 
good 1/chomachns, ſaid Socrates, when 
you haye train'd up your Steward to be 
diligent, and to obſerve your Directions, 
do you eſteem him throughly qualified 
to be your Steward or Baylift, or has 
he then any thing elſe to be inſtructed 
in? Then, anſwer'd [/chomachas, there 
is yet more which is neceſſary for him 
o underſtand; for he muſt _ the 
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particulars of his Buſineſs, to know 
when and how he muſt diſpoſe of every 


Thing; for without the Knowledge of 


theſe Particulars, a Steward i: an infig- 
nificant Perſon, he is like « Phyſician 
who has the Care of a Patient, and is 
up early and late to attend him, and at 
laſt knows nothing of his Diſtemper. 
But when he has learnt all this, good 
Iſchomachus, ſaid Socrates, is he ther 
perfectly qualified to be your Steward, 
or Director of your Farm? There is 
ſtil more required of him, reply'd 1/cho- 
machus, for he muſt learn to rule, as 
well as direct the Workmen. And is 
it poſſible, ſaid Socrates, that you can 
teach a Man to govern, or know the 
great Science of Command? I think, 
laid T/thomachas, there is no Difficulty 
in it, tho' perhaps the Reaſons I may 
give for it are ridiculous. An Affair of 
this Conſequence, ſaid Socrates, is no 
\aghing Matter; for the Man whocan 
inſtruct others how to govern, muſt him- 
ſelf be a Perſon of great Wiſdom, and 
deſerve the higheſt Character; for he, 
who can teach Men how to rule, may 
teach them how to become Maſters ; and 
he who can raiſe them to that Digni- 
ty, may teach them t:uoſe princely Vir- 
es, which wilt make them —_ the 
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Command of Kingdoms. Good . 
crates, anſwer'd I/chamachus, let us 
f look into the Fields among the Beaſts 
| for an Example of the Facility of learn- 
1 ing to govern; thoſe Crearures whoare 
1 reſty and ſtubborn are beaten into Obe- 

dience, while, on the other hand, thoſe 
| who obey our Directions are treated 
l handſomly and rewarded. Colts, when 
| they are under the Management of the 
L Breaker or Jockey, are careſs'd when 
they take their Leſſons kindly, but 
| | 


when they are reſty or diſobedient, they 

receive the Correction of the Laſh, and 
1 by theſe Means they are brought to 
1 make good Horſes. If we breed Spa- 
niels we treat them in the ſame Manner, 
to learn them to hunt, to take the Wa- 
| ter, to fetch and carry, and be watch- 
1 ful; but as for Men, we may perſuade 
them, and bring them to Obedience, by 
ſetting before them Rewards and Pu- 
niſnments, and teaching them that it 
| will be for their Advantage to obey; 
1/8 but as for Bondmen, or thoſe of the 
1 loweſt Rank, they may be brought to 
Obedience another Way; provide well 
for their Bellies and * will do any 


thing; while thoſe, who have noble Spi- 
| Tits, are beſt encouraged by Praiſe, for 
Praiſe is no leſs welcome to them, Sw 
if -1 8 * | leat 
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Meat and Drink is to thoſe of the 
meaner Sort. And when I have inſtruct- 
ed my Steward to govern by my Ex- 
ample; I add this as an Inſtruction to 
him, that in the beſtowing of Cloaths 
or Apparel among my Workmen, he 
ſhould always give the beſt to thoſe a- 
mong them who are moſt diligent in 
their Buſineſs; for induſtrious Men 
ought always to have better Dreſs, and 
have the Preheminence in all Things, 
before the lazy and negligent ; for Iam 
of Opinion there is nothing more irk- 
ſom to induſtrious Servants, than to ſee 
thoſe who are negligent in their Bufi- 
neſs promoted or encouraged, while 
they themſelves are neglected and over- 
look'd. It diſcourages them from mind- 
ing their Buſineſs for the future ; there- 
fore I always take Care to keep that 
Difference among my Servants. And 
when I obſerve that my Bayliff ſhews 
the ſame Regard for thoſe Servants un- 
der his Care, I praiſe him forit ; but when 
| perceive he has preferred any one un- 
worthily, by means of Flattery or ſome 
ſuch Deceit, I never ſuffer his Award to 
pals but blame him and reprimand him. 
en, faid Socrates, tell me, good I/ 
chomachus, when you have thus taught 
your Steward to rule, and * — 
| Ork / 
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Workmen and Servants under his Care, 
is he then compleatly qualify'd for your 
Service, or is there any thing elſe that 
you are to inſttuſt him in? To this Iſcho. 
machus reply d, There is yet a very mate- 
rial Point which concerns the Buſineſs 
and Character of a good Steward; and 
that is, Honeſty; for if after he has re- 
ceived all my former Inſtruftions, he 
ves his Mind to pilfer, and clandeſtine- 
y.to make away with my Goods, his 
Diligence in overſeeing the Mana 
ment of my Lands will be but of little 


Profit to wm or it may be I may happen 


to be out of Pocket by his Service, ſo 
that I had much better be without the 
Induſtry of ſuch a Man. But, good I 
chomachus, I pray you tell me, ſaid So- 
crates, Are you capable of teachin 

Men Juſtice and Honeſty? Ves, reply 

Iſebomachus; bur I find that it is not 
every one I teach or inſtruct in theſe 
Ways of Truth and Equity, who follow 
my Inſtructions: but that I may yet make 


my Servants follow the Rules of Juſtice 


m 


of Draco and Solon, nich ſay, that 


little Pilferers muſt be puniſh'd, but the 


great Robbers muſt be impriſon'd and 
put to Death; Whereby it appezrs. that 
thoſe, who enrich themſelves w_—_ 
+815 % ethods, 


ch I teach them, I uſe thoſe Laws 
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Methods, and amaſs to themſelves For- 
tunes by thie viſh Practices, thoſe Goods 
ſhall not be profitable to them. And to 
theſe Laws I likewiſe add ſome of the 
Perſian Laws, for thoſe of Draco and 
olon only inflict Puniſhments on thoſe 
who do amiſs, but thoſe of the King of 
Per/ia do not only puniſh: thoſe who do 
Wrong, but reward thoſe who do right. 

There are ſome Men, who out of Co- 
vetouſneſs care not what they do, nor 
what indiſcreet Means they take, ſo that 
they gather Riches together; ſeeing 
that others can amaſs great Fortunes in 
an honeſt Way, believing that ſo long as 
Riches may be got by honeſt Men, e- 
very one who is rich ſhall be accounted 
an honeſt Man, but theſe have never any 
Pleaſure or good Advantage in their ill- 
got Goods; or it is very rarely that they 
pee them ; but thoſe, who get their 
iches by Induſtry and Honeſty, are 
always proſperous, and have Pleaſurein 
what they have got, eſpecially, becauſe 
they have wrong'd no Man. If amon 
my People I diſcover any fuch who have 
that covetous and deceitful Temper, 
and do not receive Benefit by my In- 

ſtructions, I diſcharge them out of m 
Service. And, on the other hand, thoſe 
wao make Honeſty their Rule and 2 Ys 
ehave 
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behave themſelves as true and faithful 
Servants, without having ſo much Regard 
to Profit as Honour and Praiſe from 
me; if they are Bondmen I give them 
their Liberty, and do not only promote 
them and advance their Fortunes, but 
take every Opportunity of recommend- 
ing them to the World as good and 
honeſt Men; for I judge, that the Man 
may be eſteem'd good and honeſt, who 
upon the Principle of Virtue will im- 
ploy himſelf for his Maſter's Intereſt, 
and will not ſcruple going through a 
little Difficulty for his Maſter's Service, 
when there is Occaſion, without a De- 
ſign of making his Advantage of him 
by deceitful or indiſcreet Means; ſuch 
a Man, when TI have once gain'd his E- 
ſteem and Affection, by inſtructing him 
in the Science of making a good Ad- 
vantage of the Work he is employ'd in, 
and have ſufficiently inſtructed him to 
rule; I am perſuaded he will tranſact 
every Thing for his Maſter's Advantage, 
as well as if the Maſter was continual] 

to be preſent: And with theſe Qualifi- 
cations I think a Man ſufficiently capa- 
ble of the Buſineſs of a Steward, and 


worthy of being employ'd in that Office. 


But, methinks, ſaid Socrates, the prin- 
cipal Part of a Steward's Buſineſs FO 
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have not yet explain d. What is that, 
good Socrates? ſaid 1/thomachus. I re- 
member, ſaid Socrates, in your Diſcourſe 
you ſaid, that before all Things a Ste- 
ward ought to know every Particular 
of his Buſineſs, and how to orderevery 
Thing for his Maſter's Profit; for with- 
out that, you obſerv'd that Diligence 
would be of little Uſe. Then, I ſup- 
poſe, good Socrates, anſwered Iſebo- 
machus, you would have me inſtruct you 
in the Science of Husbandry. That is 
my Deſire, ſaid Socrates, for the Science 
of Husbandry is extremely profitable 
to thoſe who underſtand it; but it brings 
the greateſt Trouble and Miſery upon 
thoſe Farmers who undertake it without 
Knowledge. I ſhall firſt of all, good 
Socrates, ſaid Iſchomachus, acquaint you 
that Husbandry is an honourable Science, 
and the moſt pleaſant and profitable of 
any other; it is favoured by the Gods, 
and beloved by Mankind, and may be 
learn'd with Eaſe: Husbandry therefore 
is becoming a Gentleman; for if we 
were to take a View of all Creatures 
upon Earth, thoſe only are eſteem'd, 
and worthy our Regard, which are do- 
cible enough to become profitable to us; 
while the others, which are wild and 
fierce in their Nature, and are not ca- 
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pable of becoming uſeful to us, are re. 
jected. If I remember right, ſaid $4. 


"crates, you have already inſtructed 


that a Steward or Deputy ſhould firſt 
loye you, then be diligent ; in the next 
Place, he ſhould be able to rule, and then 
be honeſt; but I am impatient to hear 
how he muſt behave himſelf in the 
Practice of Husbandry, with regard to 
the Works, when and how they are to 
be done; but hitherto you have not ex- 
plain'd thoſe Particulars, but paſs'd them 
over as if you imagin'd I knew as much 
of the Affair as your ſelf, or underſtood 
the Buſineſs. For my part I am in the 
ſame State, with regard to Husbandry, 
that a Man would be who does not un- 
derſtand Letters, and you were to ſhew 
him a Writing ; he will be never the 
hetter for ſeeing that Writing, unleſs 
he knew the Uſe of the Letters that 
compoſed it. So I imagine, that it is not 
enough to be diligent in the Science of 
Husbandry, but a Man muſt underſtand 
every Particular of it. This 1 ſuppoſe 
youareaMaſter of, but you have not yet 
acquainted me with the Matter. There- 
fore if I was now to ſet about the Buſineſs 
of Husbandry, I ſhould be like a Quack 
in Phyſick, who went about viſiting of 
ſick People, and neither knew = Di- 
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ſtempers, or what Medicines were pro- 
per for them. Therefore, good 1/cho- 
machus, I deſire you will learn me eve» 
ry particular Point of the n 
you practiſe. Good Socrates, reply 
Iſchomachus, the Science of Husban y 
is not like other Sciences, which re- 
quire Length of Time to ſtudy them, 
or a great deal of Labour to compaſs 
them before a Man can get his Living 
by them; for Husbandry is eaſily learn'd, 
by obſerving the Workmen now and 
then, and by conſulting thoſe who un- 
derſtand it. By theſe Means you may 
inſtruct your Friends in it. Again, we 
may obſerve, that Men of other Sciences, 
which are Artificers, will always keep 
ſome Secret of their Buſineſs to them- 
ſelves, but the Husbandmen are open 
and free in their Diſcoveries, that every 
one may learn from them. The Hus- 
bandman, who has the greateſt Know- 
ledge in planting of Trees, is proud 
of being obſerv'd, or that any Man 
takes notice of his Excellence in that 
Art. And the Sower is no leſs pleaſed. 
to have any One ſtop to look upon him. 
And if you ask him about any Thing 
which has been well done in his Way, 
he will be free enough to inform you 
how it was done. And ſo, good o- 
_erates 
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crates, we may ſee by this, that Huſ. 
— Men good Manners and 
good Nature. This, ſaid Socrates, is a 
good Beginning; and now you have 
come thus far, I cannot leave you 'till 
— have given me every Particular re- 

ting to Husbandry; and eſpecially! 
inſiſt upon it, becauſe you ſay it is a 
Science ſo eaſy to learn. You will 
therefore have the leſs Trouble to in- 
ſtrut me, and it will be the greater 
Shame to me, if I do not learn it by 
your Inſtructions, particularly ſince it is 
ſo profitable a Science. Iam very wil- 
ling to anſwer your Deſire, ſaid Iſcho- 
machus, and inſtruct you in every Point 
of Husbandry. The principal Part, which 
Men diſpute about, is the Soil ; on this 
Account all the Philoſophers, who have 
buſied themſelves about it, have given 
us more Words than Truth; for they 
throw ſome occult Quality in the Way, 
which leaves us as we were before; and 
at the beſt tell us, that he, who defigns 
to be an Husbandman, mult firſt know 
the Nature of the Soil. It 1s not con- 
trary to my Opinion, ſaid Socrares, that 
one ought to know the Quality of the 
Soil; for thoſe, who do not know what 
the Ground will bring forth, how can 


they appoint either I rees, Plants, or 
Seeds 
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Seeds for it, which 2 natural to 2 In- 
tent, or are proper for it. Dear Socra- 
ter, ſaid 1 —— this is eaſily diſ- 
covered, by obſerving the Grounds of 
other People, where you may ſee the 
Diverſities of Plants growing on them, 
and, by a little Obſervance that Way, 
you will learn what they will produce, 
and what are contrary to their Nature 
nd when a Man has once made his due 
Obſervation of this, he will ſee that it 
vill be unprofitable to reſiſt Nature or 
the Will of Providence. For when a 
Man plants or ſows thoſe Thingy which 
he accounts neceſſary for his Uſe, and 
the Soil does not delight in the Nous» 
rhment or Production of them, or has 
not a Will to bring them forth, his Ex- 
yy and Trouble is to no Mag 
tif he cannot diſcover the Nature of 
the Grounds next about him, which 
either thro' Idleneſs, or any other Cauſe, 
have been miſmanaged or neglected, 
let him conſult other Lands remoter from 
lim; and if even they happen not to 
be cultivated, he may learn by the 
Weeds that grow upon them, what 
will produce; for thoſe Plants, 
which grow wild, ſhew beſt the Incli- 
tation and Diſpoſition of the Soil; ſo 
lat Husbandmen A* even learn their 
Buſi- 
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Buſineſs by obſerving what the Ground 
will produce of it ſelf. Then, replyq 


Socrates, 1 3 that a Man need 
not abſtain from Husbandry purely be. 
cauſe he does not know how to dif. 
cribe the Nature of a Soil; for, I remem. 
ber, I have ſeen Fiſhermen who have 
employ'd themſelves continually upon 
the Sea, without enquiring what the 
Water is, or its Principles, but paſ 
over it, and when they find any Thing 
to their Advantage they take it, and 
leave the reſt. The ſame, I ſuppoſe, is 
the Deſign of Husbandmen ; when they 
look upon Soils, it is to obſerve what they 
bring forth that is valuable, and what 
they will not. In what Point of Hus 
bandry would you have me begin, ſaid 
1/thomachus, dear Socrates, for youtalk 
like an Adept in that Science? your 
Reaſoning is good, and muſt proceed 
from Underſtanding. All that I mean 
by my Reaſoning with you, reply'd &. 
crates, is to know how ! ſhall till the 
Ground, ſo as to reap the moſt profit 
ble Crops of Corn, or other Fruits, fron 
it; for it is becoming a Philoſopher to 
enquire into thoſe Things which are 

leaſant and profitable. I ſuppoſe, ſaid 
Iſthemachus, you already underlitand 
that the ſtirring or breaking of the 
_— 23 Ground, 
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nd Ground, which one may call Falle wing, 
yd Nis of great Advantage. This, anſwer d 
ed Socrates, I believe. And ſuppoſe we were 
ve. o fallow or plow the Ground in Win- 
if. ter, ſaid Iſchomachus? That I don't ap- 
m- prove of, ſaid Socrates, for the Earth 
ve MW is then too wet, in my Opinion. And 
on W what do you think if we were to turn 
the it up in the Summer, ſaid 1/chomachus? 
as W Then, I doubt, ſaid Socrates, it would 
ng WM be too dry and hard for the Plough. 
nd Then let us plough, ſaid /chomachus, 
zin the Spring. I think you are much 
ey WO in the right, ſaid Socrates, for then the 
ej Ground is moſt free and ready to open 
vat it ſelf to the Plow, and allo is moſt 
u. WF ready to diſtribute its Virtue, It is not 
id only ſo, anſwer'd 1/chomachas, but 
kW then whatever Weeds are upon the 
r Ground, being turn'd into the Earth, 
ed enrich the Soil as much as Dung. 
And again, theſe Plants are not grown 
to ſuch a Point of Maturity or Perfecti- 
he 
a 
L 
to 
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nd 
he 
d, 


on that their Seeds are ripe, and there- 
fore cannot fill the Ground with Weeds; 

and beſides, I ſuppoſe, you know that 
both the fallowing and tilling of Ground ; = 
is always the better, as the Ground has | 


the fewer Weeds in it; for beſides the 
Hindrance the Weeds may give to Corn, 
or other profitable Herbs, they prevent 
the Ground from receiving the Benefit 
H 2 of 5 | 
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of the Sun and free Air. This I 
to, faid Socrates. Then, reply'd 1/ 
chomachus, do not you think that often 
ſtirring the Ground in Summer, will be 
the beſt Way for it to enrich it ſelf by 
the Air and Sun, as well as to deſtroy 
the Weeds? I am very ſenſible, ſaid 
Socrates, that Weeds will wither and 
dry quickly in the Summer, and the 
Ground can never receive more Bene. 
fit from the Sun, than if it is ſtirr'd with 
the Plow, or fallow'd in the Heat of 


Summer ; and if a Man dig his Ground 


in Summer, he will have the ſame Ad. 
vantage in deſtroying of Weeds, which 
will then ſoon die, or elſe, by turning 
them in before they ſeed, they will en- 
rich the Ground; and by the turning 
up of the Earth at that Seaſon, the Sour- 
neſs and Rawneſs of that, which 1s 


turn'd up, will be corrected by the Sun. 


So I find, ſaid Iſc homachur, that we are 
Both of one Opinion, concerning the 
ſtirring and fallowing of the Ground. 
It is true, ſaid Socrates ; but to proceed 


to ſowing, do you allow that the old 


Opinion, which is agreed to and follow'd 
by the preſent Operators in Husbandry, 
concerning the Seaſon of putting the 
Seed into the Ground is agreeable t0 


Reaſon, or are you of another * 
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To this 1/ehomachus reply'd, When 
Summer is once paſt, and September is 
n us, all Men then wait the Plea- 
ſure of the Gods to ſend Rain to moiſten 
the Ground and prepare it for the Seed ; 
and, as ſoon as the Rains fall, then every 
one imploys himſelf in ſowing, as the 
Gods ſeem to direct. Then, ſaid So- 
crates, it ſeems that all Men in the 
World have determined, by one Af- 
ſent, that it is not convenient to ſow 
whenthe Ground is dry; and thoſe who 
ict againſt this Rule of Nature are Suf- 
ſerers by it, as if they had offended the 
Gods, by practiſing againſt their Laws. 
We agree likewiſe in this, ſaid Iſcho- 
machus, Then Socrates reply'd, I per- 
ceive that Mankind conſent to the Or- 
der of Nature, which is the Will of 
the Gods; as for Example, every one 
thinks it convenient to wear furr'd 
Gownsand warm Cloaths in the Winter, 
and then alſo to make a good Fire, if 
he can get Wood. But there are many, 
ad Iſe homachus, who vary in their O- 
pinions concerning the Time of ſow- 
ing; ſome will ſow ſooner, others later. 
There is good Reaſon for that, reply d 
Wocrates, for the Gods do not always 
de us the ſame kind of Weather one 
ear as another. Therefore it is ſome- 
H 3 times 
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times beſt to ſow early, and at other 
Times it is better to ſow late. I allow 
what you ſay, ſaid Iſchomachus; but 
whether is it beſt to ſow much Seed, 
or little? I am of Opinion, anſwered 
Socrates, that it is beſt to allow Seed 
enough, and diſtribute it truly and e- 
1 upon the Ground; but one may 
ow the Seed too thick, as well as em- 
ploy too ſmall a Quantity of it. I agree 
with you, ſaid Iſchomachus, in this Point, 
T imagine, ſaid Socrates, there is a great 
Art in ſowing. It is ſurely ſo, reply'd 
T/thomachus, for there are many Sorts 
of Grain, and all of them mult be caſt 
upon the Ground by a Man's Hand, 
J have ſeen that, ſaid Socrates. But 
ſome Men, reply'd Iſchomachus, can 
caſt it even, and diſtribute it equally 
upon the Ground, and others can not. 
hen, I ſuppoſe, ſaid Socrates, that the 
Skill in ſowing the Seeds depends upon 
the frequent Practice and Exerciſe of 
the Hand; as thoſe who play upon the 
Harp, or other Inſtruments of Muſick, 
muſt keep their Hands continually in 
Practice, that their Fingers may readily 
follow their Mind. You reaſon wel, 
ſaid T/chomachus;but ſuppoſe the Ground 
is light and open, or ſuppoſe it is ſtif 
and heavy ? What would you _— 

| Under- 
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underſtand by that, faid Socrates, do 
jou not take the lighter Ground to be 
the weakeſt, and the heavy Ground to 
be the ſtrongeſt ? I am of that Opinion, 
laid I/chomachus. I would then fain 
know of you, ſaid Socrates, whether 
you would allow the ſame Quantity of 
Seed to one kind of Ground as you 
would to another, or whether you make 
any Difference? You know, good So- 
crates, ſaid I/chomachus, that it is as 
natural to put the moſt Water to the 
ſtrongeſt Wines, and the ſtronger a 
Man is the greater Burden he may car- 
ry; fo ſome Men are nouriſh'd with 
WB 2 very ſpare Dyet, while others require 
ur WM greater Share of Nouriſhment; the 
an ame ought to be conſider'd in our pre- 
ly WI {nt Caſe. Will not the Ground, ſaid 
x, Frater, grow more ſtrong by the more 
he MW Uſe, as Horſes and Mules are thought 
on MW to do? This I take as a Jeſt, ſaid / 
of MW c<omachus; but what I think neceſſary 
he to acquaint you of, is that you ſow your 
„rain when the Ground is moiſt, and 
in bas the beſt Advantage of the Air; and 
ily W hen the Corn is come up, and 1s high 
|, in the Blade, if you then turn it into 
nd the Ground with a Plow, it will great- 
if y enrich the Land, and give it as much 
me Strength as a good Dunging would do; 
er- H 4 and 
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and we muſt alſo remark, that if we 
continue to ſow for a long Space the 
ſame Sort of Grain upon any Ground, 
but upon that eſpecially which is weak 
or overcharged with Seed, it will im. 
poveriſh the Ground, and wear it out 
of Heart, We may compare this to 
a Sow who ſuckles many 185, and ſu. 
ſtains them till they grow large; the 
more Pigs ſhe ſuckles, the more will 
ſhe be weakend. You intimate by 
this, ſaid Socrates, that one ought to 
ſow the ſmaller Quantity of Grain up- 
on the weakeſt Soil. It is true, repſy d 
T/chomachus, and is what we have part. 
ly agreed on before, That to oyer-bur- 
Gn Ground with Seeds or Corn, is 
the ready Way to weaken it. But for 
what Reaſon, good I/thomachus, do 
you make Ditches or Thorows in the 
Corn Fields? You know very wel, 
reply d I/chomachus, the Winter is ſub- 
ject to wet Weather. What mean you 
by that, ſaid Socrates? When the Rains 
fall in great Quantity, reply'd 1/choms- 
chus, the Wetis aptto do great Damage 
to Corn; for ſometimes our Corn-Fields 
are incommoded with Waters, and the 
Corn, in ſome of its Parts, ſmother'd 
with Mud; and beſide, the Roots of 
the Corn in other Places will be 5 
are; 


TITLED OO 


© S * 


— == > 


» © ao FF ©S 


CY 3 USD Gt 5 w— CD WW 2 ow 


—_ ww wr, ir nr. TD wee 


Good Husbandry. 105 


bare; the Waters alſo carry the Seeds 
of Weeds to the lower Parts of the 
Ground, and by that Means fill the Corn 
with Weeds. I preſume, faid Socrates, 
what you ſay is agreeable to Reaſon. 
And do you think, ſaid 1/chomachus, 
that Corn which is ſubje& to theſe In- 


conveniencies ought not to be aſſiſted? 


Undoubtedly, an{wer'd Socrates. Then 
what ſhall we do, ſaid Iſchomachus, to 
prevent the Waters from covering the 
Corn with Mud? I find then, ſaid So- 
crates, it is proper to eaſe the Ground 
from Wet to ſecure the Corn. But, 
ſaid 1/chomachus, if the Roots of the 
Corn ſhould be laid bare, and the Earth 
about them worn away. Then, I ſup- 
poſe, continued He, the beſt Way to 
remedy that, is to find ſome Means of 
covering the Roots with Earth, that 
they may be well nouriſh'd. But if 
the Weeds, which may come up by this 
Management, reply'd Socrates, ſhould 
ſuck up, or deſtroy the Nouriſhment 
which the Corn ought to receive, like 
the Drone-Bees in an Hive, who are 
of no Value in themſelves, and yet live 
upon the Induſtry of the un Bees, 
and deſtroy the Proviſions which they 
have laid up to be manufactured into 
Wax and Honey. The Weeds, 2 
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Socrates, ſhould then be pluck'd np, as 
the Drones in a Hive are killed and dif- 
charged from it. Do you think then, 
ſaid 1/thomachus, that Water-thorow 
or Trenches in the Ground to draw o 
the Water, are not good to fave Corn? 
I ſee now the Uſe of Similies, ſaid So- 
crates, for there is nothing can inſtru 
me ſo much as Similies, for by them you 
have learnt me to know the Diſadvan- 
rage of Weeds among Corn, as well as 
inſtructed me that Drones are not always 
advantageous to Bees. But now I deſire 
of you, dear 1/chomachus, to tell me 
what is the Buſineſs of Harveſt. This, 
reply'd 1/chomachus, I ſhall be ready to 
do, if you are not already as wiſe as 
my ſelf. I ſuppoſe, continued He, you 
have heard that Corn muſt be reap'd? 
Certainly, ſaid Socrates, But I am im- 
patient 'till you proceed to inform me 
what are your Sentiments in the Affair 
of reaping, or getting in the Harveſt. 
Which do you think, good Socrates, we 
ought to do? To ſtand to reap with the 
Wind, or to reap againſt it? I ſuppoſe, 
ſaid Socrates, it would be improper to 
reap againſt the Wind, for it would in- 
creaſe the Labour, it would hurt the 
Eyes, and be likewiſe more difficult. to 
the Hands; for we ſometimes meet 8 
6 orn 
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Corn that is laid or beat down by the 
Wind. And then, reply'd 1/chomachus, 
how will you cur 1t? will you cut the 
Tops only? or cut it cloſe to the Ground? 
f the Straw is ſhort, reply d Socrates, I 
would cut it near the Ground for the 
Advantage of the Straw; but if the 
Straw is very long, then I would rather 
cut it about the Middle, for two Rea- 
ſons. In the firſt Place, becauſe the 
Corn will be ſeparated more eaſily from 
the Straw: and in the next Place, the 
remaining Straw, if it is burnt, will 
enrich the Ground very much; or if it 
is afterwards cut and mix'd with Dung, 
it will encreaſe it. Good Socrates, your 
Diſcourſe, ſaid Iſchomachus, ſhews me 
plainly, that you underſtand reaping as 
well as I do. As you agree with me, 
ſaid Socrates, in what I ay concerning 
reaping, I ſuppoſe I am right in my Ar- 
gument; but let me now fee if I un- 
derſtand how to ſeparate the Corn from 
the Straw, You know, undoubtedly, 
ſaid 1/chomachus, that Horſes do that 
Work, I am ſenſible, ſaid Socrates, 
that it is not only Horſes that ſeparate 
Corn from the Straw, by treading 
it, but Aſſes and Oxen alſo are uſed on 
the ſame Occaſion. But how do you 
think, good Socrates, ſaid J * 

that 
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that Horſes, or the other Creatures 
ſpeak of, can ſo equally tread the Corn 
as to get it all clear of the Straw? (*) 
The Men who have the Care of this 
Work, ſaid Socrates, take Care to ſtir 
the Corn as they ſee Occaſion, that it 
may be all equally ſeparated from the 
Straw, Pinging into the Way of the 
Cattle's Feet ſuch Corn as they obſerve 
to lie {till in the Straw. I perceive, ſaid 
Iſchomachus, that you underſtand this 

art of Husbandry as well as my ſelf, 
In the next Place, ſaid Socrates, let us 
examine how we ought to clean Corn 
from the Husk or Chaff. I ſuppoſe, 
ſaid 1/chomachus, you know that if 
you begin to winnow your Corn on 
that Side of the , winnowing Place 
which is next the Wind; the Chaff 
will be ſcatter'd all over the winnowing 
Floor. It mult certainly be fo, ſaid So- 
crates, And it mult alſo fall upon the 
Corn, ſaid 1/chomachus. This, ſaid So- 
crates, is certain; but it is the Skill of 
a good Husbandman to winnow his 
Corn in ſuch a Manner that the Chaff 


may fly from it, and be carried to its 
— — 


(®) It was the Method among the Ancients to have the 
Corn trodden out by Cattle, for the Flayle is a Modern Inven- 
Non. 
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proper Place. But when you haveclean'd 
the Corn, ſaid 1/chomachus, as far as 
the Middle of the winnowing Place, 
will you rather Jet it remain there, or 
carry the clean Corn to another Place 
where you deſign to lodge it? When 1 
have a ſufficient Quantity of Corn clean, 
ſaid Socrates, I would ſet That by; leſt 
in cleaning the reſt, the Corn I have 
already clean'd, andlies ſcatter'd abroad 
upon the Floor, ſhould partake of the 
Chaff from the Corn that is cleaning, 
and then I ſhall be obliged to do my 
Work twice over. I find, Socra- 
tes, ſaid I/thomachus, that you are ſuffi- 
ciently skill'd in the Management of 
Corn, eyen to the cleaning of it, for 
the Markets; and I am of Opinion, that 
you are well able to inſtru, rather than 
to be inſtructed; In my Diſcourſe with 
you on this Branch of Husbandry, I 
find, that I have yet ſome Remembrance 
of the Management of Corn. If there is 
no more in it than what we have men- 
tion'd, I knew as much of it many Years 
ago, And now I recolle& that once I 
could play upon the Harp, and the 
Flute, could paint, and carve, and knew 
many other Sciences, and yet I never 
had a Maſter to teach me any of theſe 
Sciences, no more than I had one to 

| wk 
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inſtruct me in this Branch of Husban. 
dry: But I have ſeen Men work as well 
in the Sciences I ſpeak of, as in Hus- 
bandry. You are fatisfy'd, ſaid 1% 
chomachus, that Husbandry is a plesſant 
Science, and that it is eaſy to learn. | 
am 1 ſaid Socrates, that I now 
underſtand, and have long ſince known 
the Buſineſs of ſowing and reaping of 
Corn. But | was not certain in my 
Judgment, till I had the Opportunity 
of converſing with you about it: but [ 
deſire you to tell me, whether ſetting 
of Trees is any Part of Husbandry. 
Yes, reply'd 1/chomachus. Then, ſaid 
Socrates, tho'l know ſomething relatin 
to ſowing and cleaning of Corn, yet 
doubt I am ignorant in the Buſineſs of 
planting of Trees. I gueſs, ſaid Iſcho- 
machus, you have as much Knowledge 
in the one as in the other. I mult cer- 
tainly be ignorant, ſaid Socrates, in the 
Art of planting Trees, becauſe I do not 
know what Sort of Earth a Tree ſhould 
be planted in, nor what Depth, nor 
of what Size the Tree ſhould be, nor 
yer when it is planted, what is the beſt 
eans to make it grow. I am ready to 
inſtruct you, ſaid I/e homac bus, in any 
Thing you are ignorant of. Have you 


obſerv d, good Socrates, what Holes 
| or 
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or Pits are commonly made to plant 
Trees in. I have obſerv'd that very 
often, ſaid Socrates, Have you ever 
obſerv'd theſe deeper, ſaid 1/chomachns, 
than three Foot? No, reply'd Socrates, 
nor yet more than two Foot and an Half, 
And the Breadth of the Trench which 
is made for planting a Tree, did you 
ever obſerve that, ſaid Tſchomachus, 


for by ſuch Enquiries you may gueſs at 


the Size of the Trees, which are fit to 
be tranſplanted. I never, ſaid Socrates, 
fawany wider than two Foot and an Half, 
And have you ever ſeen any ſhallower 
than two Foot, ſaid 1/chomachus ? I have 
not obſery'd, ſaid Socrates, any of thoſe 
Trenches which are dug for planting 
Trees leſs than two Foot and an Half deep, 
for if the Trees were to be ſet ſhallow, 
the Summer Heats would ſoon make 
them wither, and ſcorch the Roots. 
Then, I ſuppoſe, ſaid Iſchomachus, that 
pu Opinion is, that the Trenches or 
Holes, which are to be dug for plant- 
ing of Trees, ought to be no deeper 
than two Foot and an Half, and juſt as 
much over. I gueſs, ſaid Socrates, they 
ſhould be ſo. But do you conſider the 
Nature of the Ground, ſaid * 
chus, and make the pro ifferences, 
which is dry, and which is wet? The 

Ground, 
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.Ground, faid Socrates, which lies about 
Licabectus I call dry Ground, and the 
Ground about Phalericus I call wet 
Ground, for that is a Marſh. I then 
deſire to know, ſaid 1/chomachus, whe- 
ther you would plant 'Trees deeper, or 
ſhallower, in wet, than indry, Soil. My 
Opinion is, ſaid Socrates, that in the 
dryGround we ought to dig the Trenches 
the deeper, for in wet Ground we 
ſhall ſoon come to the Water, and Ido 
not think it convenient to plant Trees 
deep in ſuch wet Places. You argue 
very rightly, ſaid 1/chomachus; but do 
ou know, good Socrates, continued 
e, when you have the Choice of 
theſe Grounds, which are thoſe Trees 
which are moſt proper to plant in them? 
I think I do, faid Socrates. And do 
you think, reply'd 1/chomachus, that 
when you ſet a Tree to the beſt Adyan- 
tage, it will be beſt to plant it in ſuch 
Earth as has been made very fine by 
working, or in ſuch as has not been 
made looſe and open by Culture? It is 
my Opinion, ſaid Socrates, that a Tree 
Planted in well-looſened Earth, will 
prof r much better than in That which 
as been uncultivated. Do you allow, 
then, ſaid 1/chomechus, that the Earth 
ought to be fine and prepared 8 this 
* cca- 
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Occaſion? I gueſs it ſhould be fo, faid 

Socrates, But concerning the Branch 

or Cutting of a Vine, when you plant 
it, continued {/chomachus, will it grow 
better if you ſet it uprightin.the Ground, 
or lay it along in the Earth? (*) Cer- 
uinly, ſaid Socrates, it will grow the 
ſtronger if we plant it, or lay it length- 
ways in the Ground; for the more 
Roots it gains, the greater Strength it 
will have in its Shoots. We are both 
of one Opinion, ſaid Iſehomachur. But 
when you plant one of theſe Cuttings 
or Branches of Vines, would you leave 
it with the Earth looſe about it, or 
tread it hard over the Part of the Cut- 
ting which you bury? I am of Opinion, 
ſaid Socrates, that it is beſt to tread 
down the Earth very cloſe about it, for 
elſe the Ground would lie fo hollow all 
round, that the Air and Moiſture would 
come unequally to it, and rot and ſpoil 
theRoots; or elſe the Sun's Heat would 
too ſoon reach it, and prove of as bad 
Conſequence. So far we are of one 
Opinion, ſaid 1/thomachus, And muſt 


(®) The laying the Curtings of Vines length-ways in the 
Ground is the French Way now practiſed; for they ſtrike 
Root at every Joict, and the more Joints they have the more 
Koots they ger, and the _—_ Shoots they make, | 
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I plant or raiſe a Fig- Tree, anſwer'd S. 
crates, as I do the Vines? I * 
ſo, ſaid [/chomachus; for he who is 
Maſter of the Art of raiſing Vines, may 
as well raiſe Figs, or moſt Sorts of 
Trees. But is there not, reply'd Se. 
crates, ſomething particular in the pro- 
pagating of Olive-trees? You may ob- 
ſerve that, ſaid 1/chomachus, on every 
high-way Side, when we ſet a large 
Truncheon of an Olive-tree, we dig 
deep Holes, and plant them * deep 
in the Ground, covering the Top of 
the Truncheon with Clay, and yet we 
do not find that any other Trees or 
Plants are cover d in this Manner. I know 
this, reply d Socrates, for | have often 
ſeen it. Surely then, anſwer'd 1/choma- 
ehur, when you have ſeen an Experiment, 
ou muſt remember it; and eſpeci 
in this common Caſe you know that it 
is not ſufficient to put Clay over the large 
Top of the Olive-truncheon, but alſo 
to cover the Clay cloſe with a Shell. (“ 


ͤ— 


— 


(®) In the Modern Practice we find it neceſſary to keep 
out the Air and Rain from thoſe large luciſions, or Places 
which have ſuffer'd Amputation, by a ſoft Wax, or ſuch ve- 
getable Mummies, as I have taught Mr. AI hirmill to make 
and ſell, The Shell over the Clay is, I ſuppoie, put there to 
keep out the wet and ill Weather, Al 
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All that you have ſaid, relating to 
this, I likewiſe know perfectly, ſaid 
Socrates; but v hen we began to diſ- 
courſe whether | underitood the Plant- 
ing of Trees, I was not fatisfy'd whe- 
ther | was ſure of the right Method: and 
when you came to Particulars I gave you 
my Opinion freely, and it happen'd to 
ee with you, who of all Menu 
the Face of the Earth are eſteem'd the 
moſt perfect Husbandman. I am happy, 
1{chomachus, continued Socrates, 

in what you have taught me, which by 
degrees I brought you to do; you have 
learn'd me every Particular of Good 
Husbandry, and have led me, by your 
Inſtructions in thoſe Things I did not 
underſtand, to thoſe that 1 find 1 have 
ſome Knowledge in; and by your eaſy 
Way of Reaſoning, I ſhall be capable of 
remembring every Thing you have laid 
before me. Do you believe, ſaid 1/cho- 
machus, that if I was to diſcourſe with 
you concerning the Goodneſs and Fine- 
neſs of Silver and Gold, that you could 
anſwer as pertinently as you have done 
to the Aﬀair of Husbandry ; orif I was 
to ask you concerning Muſick and 
Painting, do you think that you could 
reaſon about them ſo well as you have 
I z done 
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done in Husbandry ? Ithink ſo, ſaid $4. 
crates, for you have ſatisfy'd me that 


am not ignorant in Husbandry, and yet 
never had any Maſter to inſtruct me 


in it. You may remember, ſaid I/. 
machus, that in this Diſcourſe I told you 
that Husbandry was eaſily learn'd by a 
little Obſervation and Converſation, for 
the Practice of it teaches us many Parti- 
culars, which no Maſter can ever teach 
us, or would ever have thought on. In 


the firſt Place, the Vine will, of its own 
accord, run up Trees if there are any 


near it. This natural Diſpoſition in the 
Vine ſhews us, that we ought to ſuſtain 
the Vine with Props. Again, we ob- 
ſerve that it ſpreads its Leaves abroad 
the moſt at that Time of the Year when 
its Fruit is inits Growth ; which ſhews 
us, that the Fruit, during its Growth, 
ſhould be ſhaded from the too ſcorch- 
ing Rays of the Sun. And again, we 
may obſerve, that about the Time when 
Grapes ripen, the Leaves ſhrink, and 
lay the Fruit more open to the dun, 
that they may ripen the better; ſo it 
appears that Shade is neceſſary to help 
the Growth of Fruit, and a full Sun 1s 
natural to the good ripening of Fruit, 
And alſo when we ſee the Vine full of 

| __ Cluſters, 
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Cluſters, we find ſome ripe, and others 
green ; then let the ripe Cluſters be ga- 
ther'd,for other wiſe they would ſpoil and 
rot, as it is in the Fruit of the Fig: tree; 
gather thoſe which you perceive are 
compleatly ripe, leſt they drop and are 
loſt. It is ſurpriſing to me, ſaid Socra- 
tes, that ſeeing Husbandry is ſo eaſy to 
learn, we find ſuch a vaſt Difference a- 
mong the Husbandmen: ſome we may 
obſerve to be very rich, while others 
have hardly Bread to eat. To this 1 
chomachus reply'd, It is not the Want 
of Knowledge which makes the poor 
Husbandman, for both the rich and the 
poor may have the ſame Knowledge in 
ſowing.or planting, or in the Virtue of 
the Soil, and what is beſt to plant upon 
it, and in the ordering of 2 or 
that Ground is improved by fallowing 
and by manuring ; but that which makes 
ſome Farmers poor and ſome rich, is 
becauſe the firſt are negligent and lazy, 
and the latter are induſtrious and thrif- 
ty. The poor Farmers often loſe the 
Profit of a Year by ne glecting to make 
proper Proviſion either by fallowing, 
manuring, or ſowing; nor has he any 
Wine thro' his Neglect in planting of 


Vines, or taking Care to prune and dreſs 


13 thoſe 
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thoſe Vines he has already; ſuch a Man 
has neither Oil, nor Figs, for he neg. 
lets the Care of his Tree. It is for 
theſe Cauſes, good Socrates, that you 
find one Farmer richer than another; 
for the Knowledge of Farming, or any 
thing elſe, is of no Service or Advan- 
tage, if it is not induſtriouſly practiſed. 
And ſo among Generals of Armies, it 
is likely, that they all underſtand their 
Buſineſs but yet we * that ſome 
of them gain more Honour, and more 
Riches, than others. Their Caſe is like 
that of the Husbandmen, the Induſtrious 
are always Gainers, while the Negligent 
always come off Loſers. If a General 
leads an Army thro' an Enemy's Coun- 
try, and be diſcreet and careful, he will 
march his Forces in good Order, and 
be vigilant; ſo that upon any Occaſion 
he is prepared for Battle; and yet there 
are ſome Generals who know theſe 
Things, and do not act with that Care, 
which ever brings them either Honour or 
Profit. All theſe are convinced that there 
is a Neceſſity of keeping Watches, and 
ſending out Scouts to reconnoiſtre the 
Enemy, or obſerve their Motion; but 
yet ſome neglect this Buſineſs, and loſe 
themſelyes by it. So likewiſe 2 all 
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know that manuring the Ground is ne- 
ceſſary, but yet ſome are negligent and 
never employ themſelves about it, tho 
it may as well be done by turning of 
Cattle into it, as by other Means. Some 
Farmers uſe all their Induſtry to gather 
together all the Sorts ot Manures they 
can find; and others, tho' they might 
a; well enrich their Ground by the ſame 
Means, yet never ſet their Minds about 
it, The Rain falls in hollow Places, and 
remains there tothe Injury of theGround, 
and where this happens, it ſhews the 
Careleſsneſs of the Farmer; the Weeds 
which riſe on this Occafion are Wit- 
neſſes of his Negligence; for the dili- 
t Farmer always takes Care to lay 
is Ground in good Order, and toclear 
it of Weeds; and the very Weeds, he 
pulls up, reward him for that Work; 
for if he caſt theſe Weeds into a Pit of 
Water, and let them rot there, they 
will produce as good Manure as Dung 
it ſelf. For there are no Herbs or Plants 
which will rot by lying in Water, that 
will not make good Manure for Land; 
nor is there any Sort of Earth which 
will not make very rich Manure, by be- 
ing laid a due Time in a ſtanding Wa- 
ter, till it is fully impregnated with the 
| 14 Virtue 
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Virtue of the Water. (*) We may yet 
remark further, that if the Ground be 
too wet to ſow upon, or too ſurly or 
ſour to plant in, there is ſtill a Remedy 
for it; if it be wet, we may drain it by 
Ditches or Thorows ; and it the Ground 
+ be fſliffandſour, mix it with ſuch Things 
zs are light and dry, or of a contrary 
Nature to the Soil. We find ſome 
Husbandmen have regard to this, and 
ſome have no Thought of it, and throw 
away thoſe my which might prove 
to their Profit. But ſuppoſe we were 
to know nothing of Ground, or what 
it would bring forth, or can ſee neither 
Tree or Plant upon it; nor have the 
Opportunity of conſulting, or learning, 
from ſome experienced Husbandman, 
the Worth of the Ground; may we not 
ſatisfy our ſelves at a very eaſy rate, by 
trying what it will bear or bring forth, 
in making a few Experiments upon it? 
is not this more eaſy than to experience 
what a Horſe or a Man is? for in all that 
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(®) This is a Remark very well worthy our Obſervation, 
eſpecially where Manures are ſcarce; as for the common No- 
tion, that Weeds will breed Weeds, it is an Error, unleſs we 
ſuppoſe that Weeds have their Seeds ripe when we uſe them 
on this Occaſion; and as for Earth being laid in Water for a M 


pure, it is much more beneficia! to Lands than the cleaning 
of Ponds and Ditches. | | SP 
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we can diſcover by our Experiments upon 
Soils, we are ſure of the Truth of what 
we ſee, there is no Deceit; there is no 
Diſſimulation; therefore the Ground is 
the beſt Maſter or Director for the Hus- 
band men, in ſhewing him what Things 
are proper for it, and what are the con- 
trary; and It gives us ſatisfactory Proofs, 
who among the Farmers are diligent 
and diſcerning, and who are not. For 
the Science of Husbandry is not like 
other Sciences, or Trades, or Callings, 


for in them the Artificers may excuſe 


themſelves, by ſaying they wanted Skill 
in what they wanted to undertake; but 
Husbandry, we know, is within the 
Compaſs of every Man's Knowledge ; 
ſo that whenever we ſee that the Ground 


is tilled and ſown, it will always produce 


ſomething beneficial, and is the moſt 
leaſant of all others; and therefore I 

uppoſe it is that Husbandry, above all 
other Sciences, encourages Men to pra- 
ctiſe it; and beſides, this is preferable 
to all others, becauſe every Man, who 
has the leaſt regard to himſelf, muſt 
ſurely know that no Man can live with- 
out Neceſſaries: And what does not this 
produce? We may therefore know, 
that thoſe who will not learn ſuch 
Sciences 
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Sciences as they might get their Living 


by, or do not fall into Husbandry, are 
either downright Fools, or elſe propoſe 
to get their Living by Robbery or by 
Begging But we will ſuppoſe that 
ſome of the Husbandmen we ſpeak of, 
are ſuch as —_— Deputies or Bailiff; 
to look over their Workmen, and the 
Overſeers of ſome do right, and the 
greater Part do wrong. oſe who do 
right will take Care to ſee their Work 
done in Seaſon; but the Negligent Ste- 
ward will not keep his Workmen to 
their Buſineſs; he will let them leave 
their Buſineſs when they think conve- 
nient, without regard to his Maſter's 
Profit. And to compare the diligent 
and careleſs Steward, there will be the 


Difference; that he who ſets his Peo- 
ple to work regularly, and keeps them 


employ'd, gains half as much more as 
the who 1s careleſs of his Labour- 
ers; it is like two Men who are ſent 
out to travel fifty Miles, who are both 
equally ſtrong and in Health; the Man 
who 1s the moſt induſtrious ſhall perform 


his Day's Journey to the utmoſt of his 
Power, and loſe no Time; while the o- 
ther ſtops at every Spring, at every 
Shade, and at every Refreſhment he 

| can 
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can get, and loſes ſo much in his Pro- 
greſs, that tho' they Both run and walk 
alike, the lazy and negligent Man makes 
two Days of the ſame Length, that the 
induſtrious Man makes in one Day ; ſo 
in all Sorts of Works there 1s a great 
deal of Difference between the 
who ſets himſelf heartily about his Bu- 
ſineſs, and him who is careleſs and does 
not regard his Work; for when theſe 
laſt happen to weed or clean the Vines, 
at ſuch an improper Seaſon that the 
Weeds ſpring again, they rather ſp il 
than mend their Vineyards, their abſo- 
lute Neglect would have been more 
excuſable. Such Errors as theſe are the 
Occaſion why many Farmers are Suf- 
ferers. A Man who has a large Family, 
and is at great Expences for the Main- 
tenance of his Houſe, if he cannot get 
enough by his Rents and by his Husban- 
dry to find him and his People with 
Neceſlaries, muſt certainly come to Po- 
verty. But ſuch as are diligent, and ap- 
ply themſelves to Husbandry, will as cer- 
tainly increaſe their Subſtance, and may 
eaſily grow rich. | remember my Fa- 
ther had an excellent Rule which he 
adviſed me to follow; that if ever I 
bought any Land, I ſhould by no means 
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purchaſe that which had been already 


well improved, but ſhould chuſe ſuch 


as had never been till'd ; either thro' 


the Neglect of the Owner, or for Want 
of Capacity to do it; for he obſerv'd, 
that if I was to purchaſe improved 
Grounds I mult pay an high Price for 
them, and then I could not propoſe to 
advance their Value, and muſt alſo loſe 
the Pleaſure of improving them my ſelf,or 
ſeeing them thrive better by my Endea- 


vours, It was my Father's Opinion, that 


both Land and Cattle, with good Ma- 
nagement and Induſtry, would doubly 


be no leſs pleaſant than profitable to him, 
There is nothing which brings us a bet- 
ter Return for our Care and Labour, 
than ſuch Ground as has lain a long 
Time without Culture; nor is there 
any thing ſo agreeable and pleaſant, as 
to obſerve the good Uſe ſuch Lands 
make of the Induſtry and Labour we 
beſtow on them. Nothing rewards our 


Labours ſo much as theſe ; and I aſſure 


you, continued 1/chomachus, that I have 


often brought ſuch Land, as had never 
produced any thing of Value, to brin 
ſuch Crops as were twice as much wort 
as the Price I gave for the ms. > 
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This, I ſuppoſe, you will remember, and 
teach to thoſe who fall into the Way 
of your Inſtructions. I may obſerve to 
you alſo, good Socrates, that my Father 
neither learnt this, nor any other Branch 
of Husbandry, from any one ; his Genius 
led him to ſtudy the Reaſon of it, and 
even to aſſiſt in the working Part: for 
he delighted extreamly to ſee the Re- 
ward of his own Labour and Induſtry, 
and well knew that he could never ex- 
pect ſo great a Return from cultivated 
and improved Grounds, as from uncul- 
tivated Lands, which he took in hand. 
| believe, good Jocrates, that you have 
heard of my Father's Excellence in Hus- 
bandry above all the Athenians, and of 
his natural Bent of Fancy towards it. 
Then Socrates reply'd, Tell me, good 
Iſthomachus, did your Father, when he 
had improved ſuch Parcels of Land, 
keep them to himſelf, or ſell them to 
good Advantage? Now and then, re- 
ply d Iſchomachus, he ſold a Parcel of 
and when he could receive a ſuffici- 
ent Advantage for his Improvements; 
and immediately bought freſh unim- 
proved Land in the room of it, that he 
might enjoy the Pleaſure of bringing it 
to his own Mind. By what I can under- 
| ſtand, 
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ſand, ſaid Socrates, your Father was 
wiſe and diligent in the Science of Hus. 
bandry, and had no leſs Deſire towards 
it, than the Corn-merchants have to find 
out where the beſt Wheat is to be had; 
not even ſcrupling to paſs the rougheſt 
Seas, or run any other Hazard to gain 
their Intent; and when they have bought 
up as much Corn as they can purchaſe, 
they then immediately diſpatch it to 
their own Houſes ; and reſerve it in their 
Ware-houſes till they ſee a good Op- 
portunity of ſelling it. I ſuppoſe then 
they do not ſell it without Conſidera- 
tion, or careleſly diſpoſe of it at low 
Markets; but are firit aſſured, where they 
may fell it at the deareſt Price. You 
ſeem to banter, reply'd Iſchomac hus; but 
can we fay the Maſon is in the wron 
who builds Houſes and ſells them, an 
rhaps has afterwards an Advantage 
in repairing or improving them? I am 
very well perſwaded, ſaid Socrates, from 
what you ſay, that your Opinion is, 
_— Man ought to itudy that Thing 
chiefly which may redound the molt to 
his Advantage, with the greateſt Facili- 
ty. For, in the Diſcourſe we have had, 
— have inſiſted that Husbandry is the 


e moſt eaſily learnt of any * 
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and particularly have given Proofs of 
its being the moſt profitable Study a 
Man can purſue : and what you have 
obſerved in your Diſcourſe relating to it, 
has convinced me that Husbandry is as 
fant and profitable as you repreſent - 
it. It is certain, as I have told you, 
reply'd Iſchomac hus, that Husbandry is 
a moſt delightful and beneficial Study, 
and it is as ſure that it may be — 
advanced by the Application, Induſtry, 
and good Management of the Proſeſſors 
of it: we may compare it to a Galley 
upon the Sea, which is obliged to make 
its Way as far in a Day with Oars, as it 
ſhould with Sails. We find that thoſe 
Maſters or Overſeers of the Rowers, 
who keep them encouraged with good 
Words, and proper Rewards, gain ſo 
much upon the good Will of the La- 
bourers under their Command, that 
they even out-do themſelves, and per- 
form almoſt as much Work as double 
the Number would do of ſuch who are 
under the Diſcipline of careleſs or ſurly 
Maſters; for where ſuch evil Maſters 
happen to rule over any Setts of People, 
they never have their Work done with 
a good Will, nor to the Purpoſe ; but a 
generous Spirit in a Maſter 3 a 
: ree 
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free hearty Spirit in his Servants, which 
makes them work merrily and heartily, 
ſweating and preſſing upon one another 


are likewiſe ſome Captains who are of 


—— — — . 


who ſhall excel in his Buſineſs; ſothere 


that ill Diſpoſition towards their Soldi- 
ers, and uſe them with that vile Barba- 
rity, that they can never gain their Will 
to perform any thing for their Service 
either in Peace or War; and in time of 
War eſpecially, rather than aſſiſt, will 
expoſe their Captains to the utmoſt 
Danger. Nor can ſuch Leaders ever 
bring the Men under their Commiſſion 
to be aſhamed of any Thing they do, 
even tho' they commit the worſt Acti- 
ons; for the unmerciful or careleſs Offi- 
cer hardens the Soldiers, that they have 
neither a Regard for Right or Wrong: 
but there are other Captains who have 
Diſcretion and Prudence enough to 
manage their Soldiers with ſo much 
good Order, and gain ſo much upon 
their Affections, that if theſe were to 
have the Command of the ſame which 
we have been ſpeaking of, would bring 
them to Duty, and to act as one Man in 
their Officers Defence and Service, in 
Time of Neceſſity; and inſtru them to 


be aſhamed of every Thing that is bale 


or 


. * 


Good Hubandey. 


in ſuch Things as are becoming them 


to do, praiſing their Labours, and re- 
warding them on all Occaſions. Such 


Rule and Management gains the Cap- 


tain Victory and Honour, for it is not 


only the Buſineſs of the Soldier to learn 
to draw the Bow, or throw the Javelin, 
but to know how and when to obey 
the Word of Command; and nothing 
will bring them ſooner to this, than to 


in their Love and Affection; for the 


eneral or Captain who has good Senſe 
enough to gain the good Eſteem of the 
Men under his Command, may lead 
them through the greateſt Dangers. 
t is therefore ſuch Generals as have good 
Generoſity and Diſcretion, who, in the 
Management of their Soldiers, com- 
monly gain the Characters of valiant and 
expert Officers; for tno' the Number 
of the Soldiers contribute to gain the 
Battle, yet without the commanding 
Officer gives them good Inſtructions, 
and gains their Love and Affection to 


him, they never act to the Purpoſe; nor 


can their Captain gain any Reputation 
by them; ſo that the great Name is ra- 
ter gain'd by Wiſdom and Prudence, 
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than by Labour and Strength of Body, 
and it is no leſs to be obſerv'd in the 
Science of Husbandry, or other Sciences, 
that thoſe Stewards, who have Diſcretion 
and Generolity enough to gain the good 
Will of the Men they employ, ſuch 
will always find their Work well done, 
and encreaſe their Riches. But if a Ma- 
ſter, or his Overſeer, be careleſs, and 
at the ſame Time has the Power of 
rewardingand puniſhing thoſe under his 
Direction, and when he views his Work- 
men does not make them ſenſible, either 
one way or other, of his Authority; 
whenever he comes, or goes, tis the 
ſame Thing to them; they work or play 
at their Diſeretion. Such a one is very 
Intle worth the Regard of any Man; 
but the Man who ought to be admired 
and valued is He, who, when he comes 
among his Servants, creates in them 4 
pleaſant Countenance, and makes them 
rejoice, every one running or {triving 
in their Buſineſs ro ſerve him, and uſing 
all Ways to get his, Praiſe and Love. 
Such a Man as this is worthy. the Rank 
of a King. A Maſter of any Science, a 
well as Husbandry, who has good Senle 
enough to bring his Family to ſuch A.- 
ſection toward him, and good * 
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| he does not poſſeſs this by Learning 0 

only, but he muſt receive his good Nas 
ture and Wiſdom from the Gods; he 
muſt be born with a generous Nature, 
which muſt proceed from the Gads; for 


have never yet found the true Gift 
of Government, but it was attended 


| 

| 

| 
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. with Generoſity; where theſe excellent 
| Qualities appear, all under that Directi- 
f on are willing to obey, and eſpeciall 
$ if the Power of Rule be in the Hands 
- of thoſe who are endow'd with Virtue 
r and Temperance; but where a Maſter 
; exerciſes himſelf in Cruelty or acts in a 
e tyrannical Way, againſt the good Will 
y and Reaſon of Mankind, he can never 
y hope for the leaſt Eaſe or Comfort. 
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